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CarrsTIan RevtiGion 


EXPLAINED. 


Queſt. Ho is the maker of all things ® © 
| Anſ. God. Gen. 1. 1. Col. 1.16, By 
him were all things created that are in 
| Heaven, and that are in Earth, 
©. What is God ? 42 
A. God is a Spirit of infinite perfetion. 
| God 1s ſaid to be a Spirit, 1, Negatzively, to intimate that he 
1s not a body or material ſubſtance, 2. Analogically, Spirits be- 
Ing the moſt perfet and excellent of all created beirigs are 
the fitteſt ro repreſent the incomprehenſible God to our narrow 
conceptions. © | | | 
God 1s ſaid to be a Sprit of perfeftion, or perfedt ſpirit, thereby 
to exclude all manner of imperfeQ&1ons, and including all man- 
her of perfe&ions and excellencies. —_— 
In that he 1s a Spirit of finite perfe&ion, thereby 1s implied; 
thar there 1s no meaſure or bounds ſet to his perfeftjon. Where-. 
by he is diſtinguiſhed from the glorious Angels, and the ſouls of 
the Saints in Heaven, which though they are perfe& ſpirits, yet 
their perfection 1s limited. Whereas Gods perfeGtion 13 beyond 
all meaſure, being infinite. 
©. How many Gods are there? 
A. .There is one only God. oe 
A 2 x Cor. 
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2 Cor. 8. 4. There 2s none other God but one. 
©:= How many Pevſons are there in the God-head ? 


A.- Three, the Father. the Son. and the Holy Ghoft, 
| Though there be but one God in ſubſtance, and eſſence, yet 
there be three diſtin& Perſons ſubſiſting in that one God-head, 
This appeareth from Chriſts own teſtimony 1n Mat. 28. 19, 
Where he gives commiſſion to his Apoſtles to teach all nation;, 
and Baptize them iithe name of the Father, of the Sort, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt, See likewiſt, 1 Joh, & 7. That God ſhould be one in 
eſſence and three 1n perſons, 1s a Myſtery not to be compre- 
hended, Yet vught to be believed, being fo plainly revealed in 
, the Word, | | 1 | 
Q. How is God farther ſet forth unto us in bis Word ? 
A. 1. By his Properties. 2. By his Works. \ 
The Properties of God are certain excellencies attributed to 
T as. when he 1s ſaid 'to be Eternal,” Almighty, Merciful 
we. Of, * Sos fn 
©. What are the kinds of Gods Properties ? 


A. 1. Tncommunicable. 2. Communicable. 

Incommunicable properties are ſuch excellencies, which are 
10 proper to God alone, as in no reſpect they catr be attributed 
or communicated to any other. As Eternzty, without begin- 
ning ; ' Inmutability, not ſubject to -any-, change 3 All-ſufficzent, 
not only for himſelf, but for all others; Omnipotency, able to do 
all things.; ebiquity, to be every where preſent. Theſe and 
ſuch like are excellencies proper only to God, and cannot be 
communicated to the Creature. 

. Communicable - properties are certain excellencies 1n God, com- 
municated alſo to creatures, as Power, wiſdom, Holineſs, Fuſtice, 
&c. Thus Samp/on was a ſtrong man, Solomon a wiſe man, Noah 
a juſt mah, &c. But yet there 1s a great difference between | 
theſe communicable Properties, as they are 1n God, and as they are 
In the creature. 

I. They are jn God 0rigznally, he is the primary fountain of 
them all, who hath what he hath in and from himſelf. Thus 
all theſe Properties in God are his very eſſence. | 

2. They are all in God z»f/n:tzly,without any limits or bounds. 
He 15 zrfinite in power, wiſdom, holineſs, juſtice, &c, Eut in 
the Creature they are, | | | 

I. By participation, they receive all their excellencies from 
God. what haſt thou that thou didſt not recezve, 1 Cor. 4. 7. 

2, By meaſir', The Creature that hath the moſt, and beſt cx- 
ecllencies, hath but a ſinted meaſure, Eph, 4. 7: | 
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©, To what heads may the warks.of God be WR ? 
A. Creation | and, Providence. ©; - 
. What is ngeant by Gods creating thinged:. 


LA making them out of nothing.” 7 | 
Fo create js to give a bemp to things' that 'never / were, and 
that out of nothing.” Which kind of makin & things\bat of no- 


thing, 15 proper to God. Thereby the Lor ſhewveth hjmſelf ro 


be the rrue God, | 
. What- thongs: did God 'ſ5 make 2 a by . 

Al] things. as 

Thisithe! apoſtle expreſly woucherh, Col. 1. 46. Dy im were 
all things Created that 'are'in Heaven, aid that are 'in Earth; Viet ble 
and; Inviſible. Tf the excellency of 'many creatures; the? great- 
neſs of others, the multitude of all together, be duly *con-- 
ſidered, it muſtmeeds be granted,” that! herein the Lofd'ſhew- 
«th himſelf tobe a God indeed ; ; the only- true God.” "Nohe elfe 
can do the lhe. 

©. By what did God make « all things FM: C 

Fi By his Word. : 

Gen. 1. 3, 6. God [aid, 1:t there be light, and let there be a Fir- 
manent, and it was ſn. And Pſ1l. 33. 6. By the word- of the Lord 
Were things made. By Go1s word we-underſtand-the' manifeſtation 
of his Will. For God is faid to ſpeak. not properly;bur after.che 
manner of man. Men uſe moſt commonly to expreſs. their mind. 
and will by ſpeaking. When God did manifeſt and: declare his 
will, that ſuch and ſuch things ſhould be, inſtantly they were ; 


and they were ſo as God would have them. 


©. What was that eſtate wherein God made. all things ? 


- A. Very good. 

| The Holy Ghoſt expreſly noteth, that at the end of every day, 
God took a thorow view of the particular works which” he had 
made,and found them to be good, Gen, 1: 4, Io, &c.. This 15s-to 
be noted to juſtifie God againſt all the evil that is in the World. 
Many creatures .are.now evil. But as God made them,they were 
not ſo. All evil hath riſen from the Creatures. 


2g. IF herein confiſteth the Providence. of God ? 
A. 1..In preſerving Creatures. 2. In well ordering 


them. 
For the preſerving of Creatures, if God did not ſuftain, 


and maintain ' them, they would foon come to nought. In 


this reſpe& it is faid, 12 »im we live, and move, and bave our b:- 
ing, Att. 17. 28. | 


A3 x Q. that 
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Q.' What doth God by bis Providence order ? 


A. All things whatſoever. Pſal.' 11 3. 6. 

The providence of God extends as far as his Creation 3 as: all 
things were created by God; © fo all things are ordered by him. 
As. the high and great things in the higheſt Heayen. So. the 

reareſt' things. 
teeth Kings.) 
'colgur 0 hairs, Mat. 5. 35. 


'Q. What is that end whereunto God diretteth all things? 


A. 1. His own glory. 2. His Childrens good. 
Gods: glory is the moſt principal and upp reme end of 'all. Ar 
that he aimed in giving the firit being to his creatures. 
that allo he aimerh i in all things that are done at any rime in any 


lace. *:... 
Pl His | hildrens: good is « thus \NEXt ſuhordione end. In regard. 
* Homes” all; things are faid to work, togethsr a their good, | 
Om, 8 28, 


Q., In what eſtate did Gol make man at firſt ? 
_ £., Ina. very good and happy eſtate. 


Gong T..It is ſaid, After God had made man, he overlooked every 


thing that; be bad 'made, anu-behold it was voy good. 
Qs herein did mans happineſs eſpecially conſiſt, 
which be 2945 at firjt made ? 


Ws 4 that he was :ade after the Image. of Ged which, 


conſiſted FL, kerfect knowlede, true bolineſt, and righteonf+ 
neſs,. Gen, 1.'26, 27; Col,'3. 10. 
| Man at firſt had knowledg all things eceliny for the 
5 bot of God, and. his own good ; and was likewiſe made holy 
1ghteous,. and withour, fin. 
9.'<Did man always continue in that holy and happy 
eſtate P41 


A, No: he fell fram it by tranſgreſſing that command-. 


ment of God.jn eating the forbidden fruit,Gen. 3.3.0. 

The fin eſpecially lay in diſobeying the command. of God ; 
which commandment he gave him for the trial of his obedience. 
Many may poſfibly think this fin a light matter, and are apt to 
charge God: with ſeverity for-- puniſhing maiy fo: ſorely for ſo 


ſmall an offence, Bur if they ſhall conſider the manifold fins ins + 


folded in* that tranſgreſſion . , they muſt acknowledy i it'a very 
heinous may Fer - 


I, There 


on;carth, (Dan. 2, 21. He removeth. Kings, - and: 
ea, and rhe meaneſt | things alſo, as the wary 


And at. 
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1. There was #rf;delity therein in that they believed not Gods 

word. For though God had ſaid, In the day thou eateſt thereof 

thou ſhalt ſurely die, Gen. 2. 17. yet they believed not that they 
ſhould die, bur made ſome quailion -and doubt thereof. _ 

» Sottiſh credulity, in giving credit to the Devil : God had 
ſaid; ye. ſball ſurely , die. And the Deyil- ſaid, ye ſhaft. pat. ſurely 
die, Yer the Woman, and fo alſo | the Man, thorow her per- 
ſwation, gave more. credit to the Dey1l, the Father of lyes,than- 
to God the Father of truth. | k al nhebs 

3. Pride and Ambition, deſiring to be as Gods, For when the 
Devil ſaid, yt ſhaf be as Gods, knowing good and evil, they were 
ſo puffed up therewith, that they tranſgreſſed. 3 :x 0: 

4.. Theft, For they took that which was none of their own, 


bur. by a ſpecial reſervation kept from them. For God;had ex- 


- preſ]y forbidden them to eat of that tree, Gen. 2.17. - 


5. Murther. Our firſt Parents by <rang that forbidden. fruit, 
brought death, not only upon themſelves, but upon. all.their. 
poſterity. Yea, as much as in them lay,they thereby.1mplunged 
themſelves and all their poſterity into. hell-fire, By- theſe. you 
nay. judg of the greatneſs of the fin of our firſt parents.,;, 
©. Ir Adams poſterity gailty of that ſin £ - +, + 
A, Yea, Adams fin is imputed-toall his poſterity: 
By one mans diſobedience many were made "ſinners, ROM: $5. 19. 
That 1s, by the tranſgreſſion of Adam, the firſt man; wary,” e- 
ven all that have or ſhall come from hjm, are juſtly accounted 
ſmners, | | Sh 3h 
©. How can Adams poſterity be guilty of bis ſin ? © 
A.1. Adam was a publick, pexton in that buſfi- 


nels. yr, Z 4.) 
He ſtood not in his own room alone, but in the room of all 
mankind. He was the great repreſentative of the world, fo' that 
he ſinning, we ſinned 1n and with hirn. ASE: 
2. We were all in the Loins of 'Afam when he ſin- 
ned. — | bo DES 
And fo by the Law of generation ſinned” in him, and in him 
deſerved eternal condemnation. pe ME en 

©. What us fin in general ? 

A. Sin'is a tranſgreſſon of the Law. 
— Thus doth an Apoſtle expreſly define it, 1 oh. 3.4. The Law 
15 4 manifeſtation of the will . of God, declaring what he would 
have man to do, or. not to do; therefore to tranſgreſs the Law, 
15 to offend God, and to fin againſt his expreſs will, 


9. What are the kinds of fin ? 
S A 4 


A. Original 


Pg 
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2. Original and actual. 
2 What is Original fin? 

. That corruption of nature wherein all are Con- 
Trek - and born. 


* Ir s'the immediate effect of Adams firſt ſm,and the vripcipal 
Eauiſe of all other ſins.” In which reſpett it 1s called Orzginal, 


| Becauſe it is the ſpring from whence all aRual fins iſſue and flow. 


Of. this Original corruption did David ſpeak'in P/al. 51, 5. _ Bt- 
hold 1-wwts « ſhapen in nquity,' and in fin 41d my mother conceive 'me, 
Never was any that came from Adam (Chriſt only excepted, 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghoſt) free 'from this fin. As 
every other creature receiveth the nature and diſpoſition of 
cir kind; , and ftock ; thus'Lyons a ravenous diſpoſition, Dogs 
a*doggiſh diſpdfirion 3 'S0 the Children of fimful man a fmful dif- 
ofitton; an inclination rooted 1n_their natures ta all kinds of 
rich cohtitmeth jn them as long as they Hive, and is never 
quite'rooted out of any,ſo long as he continueth here on carth. 
Whuch'the Lord in his wiſdom hath ſo ordered, | 
. 1. :That thereby they may be the more humbled, and kept 
from ſpiritual pride. ' 
'.. 2+ That they might have: "more frequent occaſions of going to 
God by Prayer for heip and ſtrength againſt the © working of cor- 
ruprion- m-them. - 


' QoHhat is atinal fin "Us 

h_ A particulay breach of Gods Las 

&. How many ways do men fall into atiual ſins? 

A, 'T. By omitting! or not doing” the good: which 


God m his Word requireth. 


2: By committing or doing the evil which God in 


| kits Wa hath forbidden. - 


[F+. By 2 fintul manner of performing that which is 


good. 
The beſt duties we' take in hand are: exceedingly corrupted 
through our failing in the manner of performing them. 


NB. What is the puniſhment of fi "FS 
A. All curſes and plagues in this life, at the end 
death, and aſter that, eternal torment in hell, Det, 28, 
16. 17. Rom. 6, _—y Theſ. 1. 8,9. 
. Ir any man able to free himſelf ant of-that waful 


| Plige whereinto he hath implunged bimſclf by fin ? 


A. Surely 
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A. Surely No. | Ng: 

2 Cor. 3. $. we are not ſufficient of our ſelves to think any thing 
2s of our ſelves, Much leſs can we do any thing of qur ſelves,to 
free our ſelves from ſo great a miſery as 1.n hath brought-us znto. 
we are dead in ſin, Epheſ.2. 1. And dead men cannot raiſe them- 
ſelves to life, | Fi F. 
. ©. Can any other creature deliver man ? 
A. No meer Creature. | 
Plalm 49. 7. None of them can by any means. redeem his brother, 
nor give unto God a ranſome far him. This may be applied to all 
the Creatures in the world, to all the Saints and Angels 1n the 
world, none of them can by any means redeem his brother. So 
that in regard of mans own power, or in regard of ſuccour 
from any meer creature, there remaineth nothing bur matter of 


deſpair. 


. Ir there any means tq free man out of his corrapt 

and miſerable eſtate ? | : 

A. Yes, God himſelf hath ' given unto map a Sa- 
VIOUrs IF. | 

Att. 5+ 38- When i was manifeſted that none could help,God 
himſelf gave an helper, and a Sayjour unto us. 

. Who is mans Savwnr ? 

A. ps ha.” OO 


*L 


_ I Tim. I. 15. T9 35 4 faithſul ſaying, and worthy of all accepta- 
ton, that Jeſus, Chriſt came into the warld to ſave ſinners. 

' Jeſus 1s an' Hebrew word, and fignifieth a Saviour. The 
Angel that gave this name, addeth this zeaſon thereof, H? ſhall 
jave hes people from their fins, > © © ox | hes 

\ The other name, . Chriſt, is a Greek word, and ſignifieth :- 
nointed, Jeſus ſhews him to be a Saviour,” Chrift an able Saviour, 


Þ yrs anojnted, that is, ſer apart by God and” endowed with 


fulneſs for the work pf our redemption. 


 - 2. What is Feſus Chriſt ? 


of time took mans nature. 
| He is called, the only begotten Son of God, Joh. 1. 144 Which 15 
to be underſtood of an eternal, and incomprehenftible genera- 
tion,: which would rather be admired than enquired 1nto. 
8. Why mult mans Redeemer be man f 

A. 1; In general that he might fuffer and die for * 
mans Redemption. 1 | 


A. He is the eternal Son of God, who in the fulneſs 


Fcb. 


- another. 
cannot be touched with the feeling of our info mmities, but was in all 
points tempted lab? as we are, yet without , (1/0 : 


— fmpers, ſenjible of thee fins, and miſery, due unto them for the 


The ea of. 


| Heb. 9. 225. without ſhedding of blood is no r-miſſion of fin : Chriſt 


therefore that he might die for qur Redemption, took upon him 
our Feage. for as God he could not die. 
That he might facishe the Juſtice of God in the 


Fame nature wherein it was offended. 

| For the Juſtice of God did require, that faisfation ſhould be 
made in the ſame nature- which had tinned. Man therefore 'ha- 
ving ſinned, it was requiſite that man ſhould die, for the fatiſ- 


FyIng Gods juſtice, and appeaſing his wrath. Whereupon faith 
e Apoſtle, Since by man came Death, by man came the Reſurreftion 


of the dead, .1 Cor. 15, 21. - 
3- That he might feel « our frailties, and from ſenſe 


and experience learn pity and compathon. 

Which reaſon the Apoſtle rendreth, Heb. 2.*16,17, Hz rok on 
bin the jeed of Abraham, that be might be a merciful, and faithful 
High-Prizſt, that 1s, that he might be merciful, as one man 15 to 
And in Heb. 4. 15. we have not an High-Prieft which 


©. Why muſt mans Redeemer be alſo.God? 

A. 1. That he might be able an falkcicat to endure 
that which for mans Fn he undertook.. .  . 

The burden which he underwent, was the wrath of an ;nfi- 
nite God,and thexe was need. of a divine power.to ſupport under 
the divine wrath; His .hamane nature would have been over- 
whelmed with the heavy ' weight of Gods wrath, had nor the 
divine nature ſtrengthned and upheld it. ' - 

2, That he might vanquith all the enemies of our Sal- 


vation, and overcome Satan, hell and death, which no 


- meer creature could do. 


Chriſt being God, by his death he overcame death, and him 
that had the power of- death, that 1s, the Devil. 


3. That his obedience and {ufferings might be of an 


infinite price and value; 

That which made the Obedience,and the Death of Chriſt to be 
of ſuch an infinite value was, that 1t was the obedjence, and the 
death of the Son of God,of him who was God, as well as man. 
The Deity being one nature in the-perſon of our Redeemer , an 
infimite dignity accompanied his perſon, and every thing thax 
was done and ſuffered by him. 

Which affords a ſingular ground of comfort to all humbled 


ſame 3 ? 
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fame, in that the death and ſifferings of Jeſus Chriſt.is of in- 
finite worth and merit, far above the merit of their fins ; 
being the death and ſufferings of him who was Gcd as well as 

©. What hath Chriſt done for our Redemption ? | 
A. 1, He performed that obedience which we did 
qwe to the Commandments of God. Moct; org 

2. He ſuffered that puniſhment which was due unto 
us'for our fins. | 

The former 1s called Chriſts ave obedience, the latter his paf- 
ſpue obedience. | | : 

Chriſts a&tive obedience was moſt abſolute, and perfe&t ; for 

he perfedtly performed whatſoever the Law of God did require 3 

which himſelf intimateth in that ſpeech- of his to 70h Baptiſt, 

(Mart. 4. 15.) It becometh us to fulfe!l all righteouſneſs. And as 

Chriſt ſubjected himſelf unto the Law, and fulfilled the ſame for 

us, 1n- our ſtead, © whereby he purchaſed erernal life arid falva- 

nion-for us : So likewiſe he ſuffered that. puniſhment which was 
due to ys for our ſins, and thereby redeemed us from death and 
hell. Therefore ſaith the- Apoſtle (Eph. 1.7.) we bave redemption 
through hzs blood; that 1s, through the bloody death and paſſion of 

Jeſus Chriſt,we are redeemed from all our fins.But yet this 1s nor 

ſo to be underſtood, as zf we were redeemed from the curſe by 

Chriſts paſſive obedience, and had the inheritance of glory pur- 

chaſed tqr © us by. his-aGtive . obedience, ſeparately confidered ; 

but by his aGive. and paſſive obedience jointly conſidered, we 
are both. redeemed ws the curſe, and entitled to glory. 

©, What Offces aid Chritt undertake to make us parta- 
kers of "the benefit of that which Chriſt d:4 and ſuffered ? 
4 Chriſt undertook three Offices, he became a (a) 

King, a (b) Prophep, and a (c) Prieſt. (a) Act. 5.31, 

(b) Deut. 18. 18. (c) Pal. 110. 4. 
9. - What are the parts of Chriits Kingly Office ? 
A. tr. To govern his Charch. _ 
Chrifts governing his Church is partly External, and partly 

Internal, Ein eel” + | , 

' I, External by his Word, wherein his Laws are revealed. And 
» by his Officers, and Miniſters, which he hath appointed to ſtand 
1n his.room 3- to 'whom he hath commirted not only the word 
of reconciliation, bur alſo the power of the Keys, or a power” 
to put his Laws and Orders in execution. | 
' 2, Chriſt doth internally govern his Church by his Spirit, 

6% njt'h WE <4 2 EIS FT 8 were 


Pore — PE Or eas Cate rge I was "Mw 
_— — c—_ a —_ 


—_ 
pomey 


, = - © ERC — — ___ ——_— 
mays ena mmnmnnes Wenn ra nn — RR CT a ———— ——_— — — 


_— 8 —_ - CE nor tree a 
PE a ee ee ee eee Eee Rs creng—nt 


Tn aneteg — ” OTE > ooo pagan DEST 


ee ee ens er at 


—_— C—_—_——— 


10 The Pranciples of 


whereby he ſo powerfully works upon them that he makes 
them willingly to ſubmit to him. | 


So 


\ 


A. 2. To provide for his Church. ; 
Chriſts providing for his Church extends to all things needful 
- for foul and body, even. to, all /pr:tual and temporal blefiings. He 
provides ſpiritual bleſſings for the ſouls of his members, by fur- 
niſhing them with all needful ſaving graces. He likewiſe pro- 
vides temporal blefſings-for their bodies, ſo far as he ſeeth to be 
good for them. The young Lyons do lack and ſuffer hunger, but 
they that fear the Lord ſhall not want any good thing, Pfal. 34. 10. 
A. 3. To protect his Church. : _ _. | 
Chriſt protetts his Chnarch and Members from all enemies, 
Her enemies are Viſible and Inviſible. Her Viſible enemies are all 
manner of wicked men, Her Inviſible enemies are the Devil 
and his Angels. Chriſt either keepeth theſe .enemies from afſſault- 
ing his Church, as Ger. 35. 5. Or wealmeth their power, and 
reſtraineth jt, as 2 Sam.3.1. Or delivereth his ont of their clutches, 
as £Ex0d,14-39. Or deſtroyeth their enemies, as 2 Kjng. 19.35; 
2. What is the chief work, of Chriſfts:Prophetical Ot- 
fice? wes | GED: 1 OE OY, 
A. To teach and inftrud his Chuxch, + ©. 
© Fw doth Chriſt inſtru@ his Church ? rite aus] 


= 


A. .x. Outwardly, by his Word. 
2. Inwardly by his Spirit. - EET 
Firſt, Chriſt inſtrus his Church oztwardly by making known 
his Fathers will, which he did by his own mouth,when he lived 
upon the earth. And by his Miniſters, after his Aſcenſion 1nto 
Heaven, by their Writings and Preaching. - KA 
2, Chriſt inſtru&s his Church inwardly,by cauſing his Svirit to 
work with the outward. Miniſtry, which he hath ordained, up- 
on the ſouls of men. Chriſt ſpeaketh now in Miniſters , as he 
dtd in Paxl (2 Cor. 13. 3.) though not in the fame meaſure, 
yet in the ſame manner. Thus in and by thoſe ordinances which 
he hath preſcribed to his Church, he enlightneth the mind, mol- 
tifieth the heart, comforteth the Conſcience, yea and worketh 
faith, hope, love, patience, new - obedience, \ and all other 
necdful graces. LJ 
=. &. What are the parts of : Chriſts Prieftly Office ? 
A. 1. Satisfation. 2. Interceſlion. 
Theſe two were the principal works of the High-Prieft under 
the Law, - One he did by offering Sacrifice. The other'by en- 
_ tring into the moſt holy place with Incenſe. Both theſe are 
joined together, and applied to +Chriſt, Kom. 8. 34. ho _ 
Z \ That 
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that condemneth ? It is Chriſt that dyed. yea rather that is 11ſen agazn, 
who 1s even at the right hand of God, who alſo maketh anterceyſion 
for us, Here we have both Satufaftion , and Intrrceſſion ap- 
plyed to Chriſt. Satisfattion by his death, and Interceſſion 
now that he 1s riſen again, and fitreth at the right hand of 
God. | Ten | \" 

Chriſts Sacrifice on the Croſs was of ſuch efficacy, that Gods 
Juſtice was thereby abundantly ſatisfied, his wrath fully pacified, 
yea his face and favour, and all bleſſings following thereon, 
were purchaſed. The death of Chriſt 1s therefore ſaid to be a 
Sacrifice to God, of a ſweet ſmelling favour, Eph. 5. 2. And the 
Church is fajd to be purchaſed thereby, A. 20. 28. namely, 
from all that bondage under which it was, as Sin, the curſe of 
the Law, the Wrath of God, Death, ' Devil, Damnation. - AF- 
ter Chriſt had offered up his Life a Sacrifice unto God,and there- 
by made farisfaRtion for the fins of his Church ; he was buried, 
and laid in the grave, to ſan&ifie the grave to all his members. 
And the third day he aroſe from the dead. As he himſelf laid 
down his life, ſo he himſelf touk it up again. And then he a- 


ſTcended into Heaven, there to mah? znterceſſion for us, which is 


the ſecond parr of his Prieſtly Office. The former was to make 
ſatisfaction : this latter to make interceſſion. 
Chriſt may be ſaid to make interceſſion for us two ways, 

' 1. By a continual preſenting of himſelf to his Father for us, 
Chriſt, ſaith the Apoſtle, Heb. 9. 24. zs entred into Heaven, now 
to appear z#n the preſence of God for us. Chriſt preſents hiniſelf our 
Sacrifice, and propitiation for our ſins, whoſe very blood 
becomes our Advocate, to plead with the Father for ns. 


Heb. 12. 24. 


2, By manifeſting his will to have all his made partakers af 

the vertue and benefit of his Sacrifice, oh. 17. 24. Father, I 
will that they alſo whom thou haft given me, be with mz, where T am, 
that they may behold my glory, which thou haſt gtum me, 
- The word Interceſſion properly ſignifieth ſupplication for ano- 
ther. It 15 attributed to Chriſt eſpecially as he is now in Hea- 
ven, by way of reſemblance. - The reſemblance may be taken 
from the Favourite of a King, who 1s always at Court, in the 
Kings preſence, and there preſents his, friends petition, and in- 
rercedes. for the granting thereof. Chriſt, the great favourite of 
the Lord, ſtands before him continually to preſent our ſupylica- 
$10ns, and procure our acceptance. 


©. - How comes Chriſt, and thiſe things which he did 
aud ſuffered in his own perſon to be ourg ? 


© What 


_ 


The Principles of 
©. What i Faith ? | Res 
| A. True ſaving faith isa grace wrought in us by the 
| © Spirit of God,through the Miniſtry of the Word, where- 
| by we receive Chriſt, as heis offered in the Goſpel, and 
reſt-upon him alone for life and falvation. , 
Firſt, I ſay, Tri# ſaving faith is a grace wrought in. us by the 
ſpirit of God, through the Miniſtry of the word, becauſe that is the 


12 


_ ordinary means whereby the Spirit of God doth work faith in 
our hearts. Trs true, that the reading of the Scriptures, and of 


good books, . may through Gods bleiſing be a rheans of working 
faith ; but it is moſt ſure. and certam, that the moſt ordinary 
means is the Word preached,as Kom.1o. 17. Faith cometh by hear- 
ing; viz. the Word of God. —_ : | 

For firſt, the Law diſcovereth unto us our fins and miſerable 
_ condition by reaſon of them.: That we are utterly loſt in our 
ſelves, having deſerved, and ate lyable to all judgments and 
plagues here, and eternal death and condemnation hereafter ; 
and that we are altogether unable to free our ſelves out of this 
— condition, whereunto we have plunged our ſelves by 

In. | 

_ And then the Goſpel ſhews us that in the ſulneks of time, Je- 
ſus Chriſt who was the eternal Son.of God, came into.the world, 


tobk our nature upon him, and therein became our Surety : 


2nd as our Surety, hath taken our debts upon him ; and by 
his obedience,and all-ſufficient Sacrifice of his own body, once 
offered upon the Croſs ', hath made full fatisfation to Gods 
Juſtice for the ſame EO OD NE 

* Yea, the Goſpel farther ſheweth, that God, in him, offereth 
* grace and reconciliation, pardon of fins here, and eternal ſalya- 
t1on hereafter, to all that believe in him. 


The which truth being revealed to us by the Preaching of 


the Word ; the Spirit of God inwardly worketh in us effe&ual 
aſſent thereunto, upon which followeth an high prizing of. Jeſus 
Chriſt above all things, an hungring and thirſtin after him, 
and a reſolution of heart to receive him as our all-ſufficient Sa- 
' viour, and to reit upon him, and his merits alone for life and 
ſalvation, | | 

And therefore it is added in the forementijoned deſcription, 
that faith is a grace whereby we receive Chriſt,.. And indeed there- 
by is Chriſt made ours. For what 1s more our own, than that 
which is freely offered us, and we have received? To receive 
7+(+s Chriſt, is the ſame as to lay ho!d on him,” or to embrace him, 
and apply him to our ſelves. But I have the rather nfade choice 
of this word receive, becauſe it 15 the very expreſlion of the Holy 
| Ghoſt, 
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Ghoſt, Joh. 1.12. As many as received him, to them gave he pow!” 
to become the Sons of God, even to them that believe. This latter 
clauſe, to them that believe, 1s added as an explanation of the for- 
mer clauſe, As many as received him ; ſhewing what 1s meant by 
recetving Chriſt, namely a believing on him. Which two are very 
fitly joined together. Believing is added to recezving, to ſhew 
what is meant by 12cerving Chriſt, And receiving 1s added to be- 
living, to ſhew what kind of faith it is, whereby Chriſt becomes 
ours 3 1t is ſuch a faith) whereby we accept of and receive Chriſt 
with the benefits of his death and paſſion. 

It follows in the deſcription of faith, How Chriſt muſt be re- 
ceived, namely, as he zs offered in the Goſpel. | 

Chriſt is ofered in the Goſpel In all his Offices.as Prieſt,Prophety 
and kz”7g. And ſo he muſt be received, not only as our Prieſt, 
who hath made fatisfa&ion for us, by his death upon the Croſs, 
and now in Heaven maketh interceſſion for us. But likewiſe as 
our Prophet, to be taught and inſtructed by him: and as our Kzrg, 
to be-ruled and governed by him ; and we muſt as willingly caſt 
our ſelves at the feet of Chriſt in ſubje&ion to him, as into the 
arms of Chriſt for ſalvation from him; we muſt be as willing to 
ſerve Jeſns Chriſt, as to be ſaved by him. The purpoſe of God 
in freeing us from the ſpiritual bondage, 1n which we were by 
nature, being this, that we ſhould ſerve him without fear, in hy- 
lineſs and righteouſneſs, all the days of our lives. | 

Vainly therefore do they deceive themſelves, who are willing 
to receive Chriſt as a Redeemer, but not as a Ruler : as a Sawour, 
but not as a Lord and Kzrg. Let ſuch know, that Chriſt will be a 


Saviour to none, to whom he 1s not a Lord, and Ring. His 


ſubjets.alone, and none other will he ſave, for, he will not pare 
his Offices. | 
In the laſt place is added, 4nd reſt upon him atone, for the pardon 
of our ſins here, and for eternal life and Salvation hereafter. This 
reſting on Chriſt we find is ſet forth in Scripture by ſundry Phra- 
ſes, as 4 truſtirg in Chriſt, Epheſ. 1. 12, And 4 leaning on Chriſt, 
Eant. 8. 5. A ſtaying our ſelves upon him, Iſa. 50. 10. 
DB. What are thoſe eſpecial benefits which Believers re- 
ceive from Chrift ? 
A. 1. Juſtification. 2. Adoption. 3. Sanctification. 
That Juſtification is by faith, the Apoſtle concludeth, Rom. 
3. 28. we conclude that a man 3s juſtified by faith, without the deeds 
of the Law. | 
'©&. What is Juſtification ? | 
A, Juſtification is an a& of Gods free grace, where- 
| | . by 


EE es 


14 © © The Principles of 


by he forgives us all our fins 3 and accepts of-us as righ- 


teous, in and for the rigliteouſnefs of Jeſus Chriti im 


puted to us. ; Ls 
Thar Juſtification 1s an at of God free grace, The Apoſtle ex- 
prefleth, Rom. 3. 24. Being Juſtified freely by his grace, And that 
God accepts us as righteous in and for the Righteouſheſs of Jeſus 
Chriſt, is clear from Kom. 5. 19. As by one mans difobedjence many 
were made ſinners So by the Obedience, or righteouſneſs, of ore, 
namely Chriſt, ſhall many be made righteous : that is, perfe&tly 
righteous, ſo as God ſhall wow them for righteous. We are 
-uftified not by any inherent righteouſneſs of our own, which 1s 


, imperfe&; bur by the perfe& righteouſnneſs of Chriſt imputed 


to us, and by God himſelf accounted ours. 
\ &. Which are the parts of Tuſtification ? 
A. 1. Remithon of all our fins; - 
2, Acceptation of us as righteous through the impu- 


tation of Chriſis Righteoufneſs, Rom. 4.6.7, 8. | 

I. Gur fins make us odious and abominable in the fight of 
God : yea they make us-curſed,and lyable to eternal damnation; 
they therefore are firſt taken away : not that they are nor, or 
thar God ſeeth them nor, but in that God imputeth them not to 
us, . 2 Cor. 5.19, | 

2. God to make us glorious in his ſight, imputes his Sons 
righreouſneſs unto us, and therein accepts us. In which re- 
ſpe&t we are fajid to be made righteous by Chriſts righteouſ- 
neſs, Rom. 5. 19, and to be made accepted in the beloved, 
Epheſ. 1. 6. | | 

By laying theſe two parts of our Juſtification together, the 
tranſcendant love of Chriſt to Believers 1s clearly ſet out. For, 

T. That which is our own, namely our fins, becauſe they 
make us miſerable, he taketh from us, and Iayeth on himſelf, 
He was made fin for us, 2 Cor. 5. 21. | | | 

- 2. That which 1s none of our own, becauſe without it we 

cannot be happy, he imputes to us, and accounts ours, and ac- 
cepts of us, as if it were our own, namely, his own perfe& 
righteouſneſs, Fer faith the Apoſtle, we are made the righteouſ 
neſs of God in him, 2 Cor. 5.21. 
8. What # Adoption ? 

A: ' Adoption is an act of Gods free-grace whereby 
of Children of Wrath, and of the Devil, we are made 


Children of God, Fob. 1. 12. 
We are not only accounted Children; and taken into the 
| number 


. 


Fa! 


—_—— »*. 


1 Cc PAR METAL Wt 


Chriſtian Religion Explained. | Ig 
number of the ſeed. of God, but are inveſted with all the privi- 
ledges of the Childrett of God, Kon. 8. 17. 

Q: What is Sandtification 2 bd i ns 
. 4. Sandtification is a work of Gods Spirit, . where- 
by a juſtified, perſon is by degrees renewed through- 
out, according to the Image of God in holineſs and 
righteouſneſs. CID of, 026" Eo. 

By the work of Santification a man is morally made a new 
man, and as it-were, ahother man, AY! things are become new, 
- Cor. 5. 17. He hath new thoughts, new deſires, new diſpo- 
10nd, io | pes Ne | 

'This renewing 1s by degrees ; - that is, by little and littte, and 
not all at once. Indeed we are juſtified at once, but we are 
{anRified by degrees, In which refpe& SanRification is -com- 
pared to the /zght which ſhineth more and more unto the perfect day, 


Prov. 4. 18, | WS: | 
This renewing as it .is by degrees, fo it is throughout, that 1s, 
within and without in all the faculties of the ſoul, and parts of 
the body. And that according to the Image of God in' holineſs, and 
righteouſneſs. So that a Chriſtian by the life of San&ification 
lives like unto God, ar leaſt he hath an holy diſpoſition, and in- 
 clination; and heartily endeavours fo to do, to be holy, as God 
is holy: and as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh (Rom, 7. 22.Y He delighteth 
in the Law of God after the inward man, | | Me. 
9B. What other Grace doth the Goſpel requir? befides 
faith £ og Snbe27 
A. Repentance, Mat, 3. 2. and 4.17. 
9. What is Repentance © 


s- 
» 


A. Repentance is ſich- a change of the heart, as 
cauleet:a new life... 57 Vo 

Repentance chiefly confiſteth im the change of the mind, and 
heart of a man. As for the new life, it 1s an effet and evr- 
dence of the new heart. A new heart cauſeth a new life. The 
butward change and renovatzon'of a mans life- 1s neceſary, For 
Repentance muſt be in the whole man ; and this latter givetn 
evidence to'the truth of the former. And where the former 1s. 
rhere the latter will alſo be ;' where there 15- a renewed heart, 
there will be a reformed life. ,For the ſoul hath an abſolute 
command over the body ; and the body 1s wholly governed by 
the ſoul. Rs Lars + fo ny | 
. ©: What are the outward Mean# appointed by God, for 
the working,and ſtrexgthning, of faith repentance, aud other 
graces mus? B A. The 
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A. The Ordinances of God.cſpecially the Word, Sa- 
craments and Prayer. 

The Miniſtry -of the Word is the moſt neceſſary, both for the 
working, and encreafing faith and other, graces. That which 
the Apoſtle ſaith of fazth, ' That it cometh by hearing, may be 
applicd to all other graces, They'come' by hearing the word Preached. 
And to ſhew that by it grace alſo 1s nouriſhed, The Apoſtle Peter 
exhorteth, To deſire the | _ milk of the word, that they may grow 
thereby, 1 Pet, 2. 2. How doth 1t then concern - us, as to give 
diligent heed to the Niniſtry of the Word, foto mix faith with 


our hearing; as by giving credence to what 1s delivered out of 


the Word: of God, ſo : by applying to our ſelves thoſe truths 
which the Word revealeth. _ | y 1 n,! 
©. What is a Sacrament ? | 

A. An holy Ordinance inſtituted by Chriſt, where- 
in by outward ſigns, inward grace is ſignified and 
ſealed. | Sh AS HT Le FRI 

So that there are three things neceſlary to the making up of a 
Sacrament, | £ ies 

I. An outward ſign. 

2. An inward or ſpiritual grace. 

3. Chriſts Inſtitution. | 

2. How many Sacraments are there ? 

A, Twoonly 3 Baptiſm, and the Lords Supper. 

As the Jews of old had two. ordinary Sacraments, which 
were Circumciſion, and the Paſſeover. So Chriſtians now have 
rwo ſuch as anſwer to them; Baptiſm to Circumriſion, Col. 3.11, 
12. The Lords Supper to the Paſſeover, Luk. 22. 15, &&c. 

9. What is Baptiſm 2 - © 

A. A Sacrament wherein by the waſhing with wa- 
ter, in the name of the Father, the Son, and'the' Holy 
Ghoſt, our vs gry is ſignified and ſealed. 

In that Baptiſm 1s a. Sacrament of - our Regeneration, nt 
ſheweth, _ | 

I. That by tiature we are born in a curſed condition, we 
have therefore. need to be new born aſſoon as-we are born, 
Regeneration 1s ſo abſolutely neceſſary to our Salvation; as with- 
out 1t we cannot-enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, . Zoh- 3. Zo 

2. That Baptiſm is a means of our Regeneration.Gods Spirit in 
and by that Ordinance worketh this great work, In which reſpe& 
we are ſazd to be born of water and of the Spirit, Joh, 3. 5. yet 1s 
ot every one that 1s baptized really and inwardly regenerated. 

| Ls 
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ſr 15 not the bare waſhing with water, but the working of the - 

Spirit thereby, by which we are Regenerated. And the Spirit 

is 4 _— agent, and worketh when and upon whom it liſteth, 
09. 3 

n ©. What is the outward ſign in Baptiſm 

A. Water, Ad. 8.36. 

There 1s nothing ſo fit to ſet out our cleanſing from ſin, as. 
Warer, whereby that which 1s filthy 1s: made clean. 

QB. What # the inward thing hguified by... Water FL 
Baptiſm £ 

A. The blood of Chriſt. | 

In relation hereunto Chriſt is ſaid to have waſhed us from our 
ſons in his blood, Rev. 1.5. As Water hath a cleanſing vertue, ſo 
alſo hath Chriſts blood. The blood of  eſus.. Chriſt cleanjeth us from 
all fin, 1 Joh. 1. 7. 

©. What i the Lords Supper ? 

A. A Sacrament of. our ſpiritual nouriſhment wi" 
in by receiving Bread and Wine, according to Chrifis | 
inſtitution, our Communion with Chriſt is repreſcnzed, 
and ſealed. 

The Lords Supper is added to Baptiſm, as a needful means to. 
maintain that life of God which is begotten in us. 

©. What are the owtward ſigns in the Lords $ upper ; 2 

A. Bread and Wine, Mat, 26. 26. 

©. What doth the $ acramental bread ſet out ? 

A. The Body of Chritt. 

This 1s evident by Chriſts own words, who holding Bread in 


his hands, faith of it, Tvzs 2s my body, (Mar. 26. 26. ) that 1s, by 
way of repreſentation, as' if he had ſaid, This bread pepony 


ſenteth'my body. 
. What doth $ eorementel wine ſet out ? 

A. The blood of Chriſt. | | 

This, is evident by the words of inſtitution , white chriſt 
holding the Cup that had the Wine in it, and ſpeaking of the 
Wine therein, he faith, This is my blood, Mat. 26. 27. _ 

2. What is fi ipnified by the Miniſters breaking the 
bread ? 

A. That Chriſt was 5 broken with torments for our 
ſins. 

The Apoſtle in 1 Cor. 11, 24. Thus briageth in Chriſt himſelf 

B 2 apply- 
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. applying that rite, ' This z5 my body which zs broken jor you. 


x8 Ihe Principles of 
2. VVhat is ſignified by pouring out the VVine ? 
A. The ſhedding of Chrifts Blood+ 
Or his ſuffering unto death, and pouring forth his ſoul an 
offering for ſin. * .. | | 
9. VVhat u ſignified by the Miniſters giving Bread and 


. 


VVine to the Communicants ? 

A. Gods giving and offering his Son to them. 
In the Sacrament God doth ' offer and tender Chriſt to every 
Communicant ; yea he doth, as it were,put him into our hands 
with his own hands. | | 


9. VVhat is meant by thoſe words of the Miniſter,Take, 


Eat, Drink ? + | | 


A. Gods will for our applying Chriſt to our ſelves. 

He doth not only in a dumb ſhew make offer of Chriſt, bur 
by his Miniſter ſpeaks unto us, and faith, '7 wil! and require" you 
to tahe my Son, . to apply him to your ſelves, that ſo you may live by 
him. What can we more expect on Gods part to move us to 
receive his Son ? | 


D: What doth the peoples taking the Bread and Wine 


front? 


s « ” 


A. Their receiving Chriſts Body and Blood. 

Fhat-1s, a ſpiritual receiving of Chriſt made man, and made 
a Sacrifice, to themſelves, and that by faith. For faith 1s thar 
inſtrument whereby we receive Chriſt,. and all his benefits as 


they are offered to us in the Goſpel, and- ſealed unto us in the 


Sacrament. Faith 1s to the ſoul, as the hand is to the body. 
Fhar which 1s offered to a man for his good; 'the hand receives 
ro be his own. . Thus:God , offering his Son unto us, faith firſt 

r{wades the heart of. Gods good-will:to man, and of his true 
intent to beſtow Chriſt upon him, and thereupon applys and 


takes Chriſt to himſekf, \ as his own. By faith the things ſignified | 


are as truly received for the nourif:ment of the ſoul,as the ſigns 


- are received for the nouriſhment of the Body, Faith 1s not only 


our hand to take hold of Chriſt; but our mouth to. take him in, 
to take him down 1nto.our hearts, whereby he becomes our nou- 
rifhmenr and ſtrength, 

©. What us the duty.of every Communicaitt before be go- 
eth to the Lords Table ? | 
_ 4. Examination. | 

+ Cor. 11, 28. Lit 4 man examine himpelf, and ſo let bin tat of 
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that bread, and drink of that Cup, Concerning this, ſee my Di- 
re&ions for the worthy receiving the Lords Supper, Chap. 24. 
©. What is Prayer ? 
A. Prayer is an offering up our defires to God in the 
name of Chriſt, for ſuch good things as he hath promiſed 


to give, and we ſtand in need to receive. 

Prayer ſtands not in the bare'uſe of a form of good words, bur 
1s the pouring forth the ſoul, and the deſires thereof after God, and 
the goods things he hath to beſtow, Iſa. 26. 9. 

In the name of Chriſt, God heareth not ſinners, that is, com- 
ing in their own name. But ſays Chriſt himſelf, 7oh. 15. 16. 
what ſoever ye ſhall as the Father, | in my name | he will give it your 

For ſuch things as he hath promiſed to give, and we ſtand in ned 
to recezve, © Our prayers muſt be according to Gods will. And 
this 1s according to the will of God, that we ask what he hath 
promiſed, and what he knows we have need of, And this zs the 
confidence that we bave in him, that if we ask any thing according to 
his will he beareth us, 1 Joh. 5. 14. 

Tne parts of Prayer are, 

1, Confeſſion, or the acknowledgments of our ſins and tranſ- 


greſſions. 


2, Petition, or the asking, or craving from the hands of God 
ſuch things as we want. 

3. Thankſgwing, or the praiſing of God for the mercies we 
have received. - | | 


9. What i the eſtate of the faithful after death 2 

A. Their bodies ſleep expecting the reſurrection to 
lite: and their ſouls go immediately to Heaven 3 and at 
the laſt judgment their bodies ſhall be united to their 


ſouls, and both enjoy everlaſting happineſs. 


D. What is the eſtate of the wicked after death ? 

A., Their bodies are held with the chains of death 
againſt the great day of Judgment : and their fouls 
paſs immediately into Hell: and at the general re-. 
ſurrection their bodies and ſouls ſhall be joined toge- 
gether-again, and both caſt into hell-torment, which 1s 


caſeleſs and endleſs. 
The everlaſting continuance added to the intolerablenefs 
of the torment, exceedingly aggravateth the miſery of the 


damned ; and diſcoyereth the folly, or rather madneſs of 
OD B 3 | thoſe 


a: - . . . The Principles of | 
thoſe who for ſo ſhort a ſinighSien of ' their filthy luſts, 
implunge - themſelves into ſuch everlaſting miſery. What 
ſhould not be forſaken or endured in this little time of 
life, to avoid that everlaſting torment ? 
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A Prayer to be uſed in Families both Morning and 
Evening, drawn up for the uſe of thoſe only who 
need ſuch an help. 


REEE L ord God, who art great and glorious in thy 
ſelf, good and gracious in and through thy beloved, 
Jeſus Chriſt. A God glorious in thy juſtice to execute 
vengeance upon the wilful, and impenitent 3 but gra- 
cious in thy mercy to paſs by the offences of poor peni- 
tent ſinners. Lord we acknowledg our great unwor- 
thineſs to come into thy preſence, to preſent our Pray- 
ers and fupplications unto thee, But though we are un- 
worthy, yet Chriſt is worthy. We beſcech thee there- 
fore for his ſake to look graciouſly upon 1us3 to paſs by 
our unworthineſs, and to ſtrengthen our weakneſs. To 
this end as we draw near unto thee, fo be thou pleaſed to 
draw near unto vs.,cnabling us to pray as with humility 
and fincerity,ſo with zeal and fervency of ſpirit,and with 
faith in Jeſus Chriſt, looking for audience and acceptance 
in and thorow him. Bleſſed Lord God,we cannot but ac- 
knowledg, thou did at firft create us in a bleſſed and 
happy eſtate, even after thine own image, endowing us 
with true knowledg, holineſs and righteouſneſs.But we 
ſoon fell from that ftate of innocency and bleſſedneſs in 
the loyns of our firſt Father Adam and implunged our 
ſelves with him into a dreadful gult of fin and miſery. 
For, O Lord, betides the guilt of Adams fin, we have con- 
tracted from him a Maſs of corruption, which hath poy- 
{oned our very natures:polluted and defiled all the facul- 
ties of our ſouls, with all the parts and members of our 


bodies.So that we may more truly in regard of our ſpi- - | 


ritual uncleanneſs,cry out Uncleay,Unclean,than the Le- 
per under the Law in regard of his bodily uncleanneſs. 
And O Lord.,to this corruption of our natures we have 

B 4 added 


| 
i 
{ 
| 
Y 
( 
7 
{ f! 
| 
| 
i 
! 
'T, 
f 
: 
5 
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added many actual fins of our own: which as they have 
been heinous in their quality,”-ſo in their number ang 
multitude have'far exceeded the hairs of our heads, and 
the ſand on the Sea-ſhore, which cannot be numbred. 
Thewhich we have committed through the whole courſe 
of our lives, from our infancy to this preſent time.So that 
We are now grown old in {in,and overgrown with cor- 
ruption. Though the time thou haſt allotted us here to 
live is very little,even as a moment to Eternity; yet alas, 
how little of this little have we lived to thee our God, 
Or to the good of our own ſouls! having miſ-ſpent the 
greateſt part of qur days in vanity and pkaſure.We have 


- Continued 1gnorant of thee: how much' means of know- 


ledg have we had.,and yet how little knowledg have we 
gotten ? oh how little have we done for our fouls, or 
the other World ? We have not conſidered what is like 
to become of us hereafter. How little care and pains have 
we taken to make ſure for Eternity? We have taken the 
courſe to undo our ſelves for ever, We have broken eve- 
xy one of thy moſt holy and righteous Laws ten thou- 
jand, thouſand times. Yes we have finned againſt thy 
Goſpel in lighting the offers of grace. Though thou haſt 
ſent unto us Embaflador after Embaſſador,to wooe and 
beſeech us'to abandon our fins, and to receive JeſusChriſt, 
yet alas, how have we lighted thy meſſengers, and turn- 
£d a deafear to all thy gracious invitations! Though we 
are willing to take Chriſt for our Sayiour,to preſerve us 
irom helband damnation; yet,alas, how unwilling are we 
fo take him for our Lord and King, to yield obedience 
and ſubjection unto him ? Lord, we cannot but acknow- 
ledg pur great unthankfulneſs under thoſe manifold fa- 

vours and mercies thou haft in a plentiful meaſure con- 

ferred on us 3 as alſo our unprotitableneſs under thy 

Fatherly chaſtiſements, laid upon us in love and for our 

pood:our diſcontentedneſs at our preſent ſtate and con- 

dition, And oh how careleſs and negligent have we been 
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A Prayer for a Family. 

in the diſcharge of the daties of our places, callings and 
relations! Oh the multitude of worldly and covetous 
thoughts, of proud and ambitious thoughts, of wicked 
and prophane thoughts, of wanton & unclean thoughts, 
yea of blaſphemous and atheiftical thoughts that lodg in 
the hearts of moſt of us, and there revell it day and 
night ! And O Lord, we cannot but acknowledg the 
deadneſs of our hearts. the diſtractions of our minds in 
the performing holy duties. We are active and lively a- 
bout our vvorldly buſineſſes,. but oh hovv dull and flat 
are vve in our religious exerciſes! praying as if vve 
prayed not.,and hearing as if vve heard not. Lord,make 
us truly apprehenſive of our fins and miſery, that vve 
may humble our ſelves under aſenſe of them, and turn 
unto thee by true and unfeigned repentance. Turn us,O 
God.and vve ſhall be turned, dravv us,and vve vvill run 
after thee, And, O Lord, vvhileſt vve are returning unto 
thee,meet us,vve pray thee, in the vvay : and likea tender 
Father,embrace us with the arms of thy mercy. Our ſins, 
we confeſs, are many and heinous,yet we know and be- 
lieve thy mercies are far- more, and the merits of Jeſus 
Chriſt are far greater : and therefore we are reſolved to 
adyenture our ſouls, as upon the mercies of thee our . 
God, ſb upon the merits of Jeſus Chriſt, into whoſe 
arms we here caſt our ſelyes, | | 

Oh be pleaſed to make us partakers both of the merit 
of Chriſts death in freeing us from the guilt of ſin,and of 
the virtue of Chriſts death in freeing us from the power 
and dominion of fin,that it may not rule and reign in us 
as formerly.Lord,work in us a loathing,and a true hatrcd 
of every ſin,ecſpecially of ſuch as we have bcen moſt ad- 
dicted tp,and = moſt delighted in. To this end con- 
vince us what a folly,yea madnels. it js,for the ſhort tru- 
ition of-a 'momientany pleaſure here, to implunge our 
ſelves into everlaſting burnings.Oh convert every uncon- 
yerted ſoul among us3 bring us to Chriſt z make us ad- 
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venturers for the other world : let us be reſolved hence- 
forth for an holy and righteous life : inſtruct us in thy 
ways,and tcach us thy Statutes. Break the power of our 
ins, ſubdue our rebellion, and make us willing to be 
the Lord's. Change our evil natures, and give us ano- 
ther {pirit. Help us ſincerely to choſe thee as our porti- 
on; to love, and fear, and truſt in thee ; and to walk 
bumbly with thce all the days of our life. Help us to 
{et our affections on things above,and no longer on this 
earth : Jet us die daily to tin,and this World : let us ex- 
erciſe our ſelves in keeping a good conſcience towards 
God and men : let us work out our Salvation with fear 
and trembling, and give all diligence to make our call- 
Ing and election ſure 3 and let not our labour herein be 
In vain. Keep us, O. Lord,from our iniquities : keep us 
from the way of lying, from all unrighteous and un- 
juft dealing, from wrath, and evil ſpeaking ; let us be 
true, temperate, peaceable and merciful, as the children of 
our heavenly Father. Help us to be ſerious, and ſavory, 
and tender, and watchfiul: and hold us on conſtantly in 
our holy courſe to the end of our days. 


In the Mor ning. Ir the Evening. 


Lord, take us into thy keep-] Lord, take us into thy keeping 
Ing and protection this day and protection this night ; grant 


keep us from all danger, eſpe- 
cially from fmning againſt thee. 
To this end make us watchful 
both againſt the occaſions of ſins, 
and remptations thereunto. 
Keep us we pray thee from 1dle- 
neſs. And bleſs our lawful un- 
dertakings. So \ſpiritualize our 
; hearts and affettions, that we 
may have heavenly hearts ir 
earthly employments , and ſc 
may ſerve thee our God whileſ 
we are ſerving our own ne- 


we may lodg in the arms of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, that we may reſt 1n 
his boſom. Give unto us ſuch 
ſweet and comfortable reſt, and 
ſleep, that our bodies may be 
refreſhed, and we the better en- 
abled to ſerve thee the next day 
in our ſeveral places and callings. 
Help us to keep always upon our 
hearts a deep ſenſe as of the cer- 
rainty of our death,ſo of the un- 
certainty of the time thereof, 
that we may live as thoſe who 


ceſlities. 


Yelieve we muſt ſhortly die. 
Together 
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A Prayer for a Family. 

Together with us bleſs, we beſeech thee, thy whole 
Church 3, Call thine antient people the Jews 3 and bring 
in the fulneſs of the Gentiles. And particularly we pray 
thee for our own Nation,the Land of our Nativity: par- 
don the crying fins thereof. Showr down thy blethngs 
upon it both temporal and ſpiritual. In ſpecial we pray 
thee ſo to bleſs our Royal Soveraign,that under him we 
may live a quiet and peaceable lite in all godlineſs and 
honeſty. Bleſs likewiſe all our Magiſtrates, and Miniſters 
of thy holy Word. Thou the Lord of the harvelt, ſend 
plenty of Labourers into thy harveſt. And, O Father of 
mercy, look down with the eye of pity and compathion 
upon all thine aMicted ones : let thy . mercies be ſuita- 
ble to their ſeveral nceds and neceffities. Bleſs all Chri- 
ftian families, this in particular 3 enrich every ſoul with 
all needful, ſaving grace. 

Bleſſed Lord God.according toour bounden duty,we 
offer up our ſacrifice of Praiſe and Thankſgiving unto 
thy bleſſed Majeſty, in the name and mediztion of thy 
beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt. Bleſting and praiſing thee for 
our health; wealth, food and raiment.for our preſerva- 
tion from our firſt being to this prefent time. We bleſs 
thy name above all for that gift of gifts, thc Lord Jeſus. 
And for the Goſpel wherein thou haſt freely offered 
Chriſt, with all his benefits to us. We bleſs thee for 
whatever ' grace hath been wrought in any of ns 
by the Goſpel 3 and for that good hope thou haſt given 
us through.grace, We bleſs thy name for this days pro- 
tection hitherto. Add, we pray thee, this mercy, give 
us grace to live as in thy ſight, who ſeeft all our ways, 
and art privy to every ſecret thing which we do. And 
now, O Lord, accept our perſons, though ſinful 3 and 
our ſervice, though full of weakneſſes, in thy beloved 
Son, with whom thou art well pleaſed. In whoſe name 
and words, we further call upon thee, ſaying, Ozr Fa- 
Fher which art in Heaven, Oc, 

A Prayer 


A Prayer for a fingle Perſon, 


Oo Eternal and ever-living Lord God.,the fountain of 
\FZ all bleſhing, the Father of Mercy, and God of all 
Conlolation, I thy poor creature altogether unworthy 
to appear in thy ſight,to preſent my prayer and {upplica- 
' tion unto thee: do yet in the name and mediation of thy 
bcloved Son Jeſus Chriſt proſtrate my ſelf at the footſtool 
of thy grace, looking for acceptance and aſliſtance in and 
through him. For his ſake look graciouſly upon me, par- 
don my ſtns,which are many and heinous. Lord, I can- 
not but acknowledg, that beſides the guilt of Adams fin, 
* thereis in mea fountain of Corruption, which I brought 
with me tnto the World : from whence hath plentifully 
flowed many poyſonous ſtreams of aQual tranſgreitions, 
and that in evil thoughts, evil words, and evil actions 3 
which I have committed through the whole courſe of 
my life, from my tender infancy to this preſent time. I 
have been alienated from the life of God through the 
ignorance that is in me.I have walked after the courſe of 
this World, fulfilling the defires of my fleſh and of my 
mind, minding earthly things. I have broken thy Law, 
neglected thy Goſpel, refuſed the offers of Chrift,and am 
in great doubt that to this day there hath been no good 
work wrought upon me) but that I continue in the gall 


of bitterneſs, and the bond of iniquity.Lord,I cannot but 


acknowledg, I have ſhamefully abuſed the riches of thy 
goodneſs, forbearance, and long-ſ{uffering, which ſhould 
have led me to repentance 3 as alſo thy Fatherly correcti- 
ons and chaſtiſements, laid upon me in love, and for my 
£00d;oh how little havelI been bettered thereby!How do 
I ſpend my time and ſtrength: for the getting of earthly 
riches;and fatisfying my ſelf with ſenſual pleaſures,and in 
the mean time am carele(s of my precious and immortal 
foul? Lord,T have often for my profit and pleaſure ſake 
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omitted,and put off the holy exerciſes of Religion, which 
ought to have been performed by me; and have been ex- 
ceeding dead and dull, liteleſs and heartleſs in performing 
thoſe good duties I have taken in hand. I have bcen un- 
fruitful under a plentiful diſpenſation of the means of 
grace, unthankful under thoſe favours and mercies thou 
haſt conferred on me.,unfaithful to thoſe manifold vows 
and promiſes, I have made unto thee my God. Truth, 
Lord,ty ſins are many and heinous: but this is my com- 
fort, that Jeſus Chriſt came into the World to fave {in- 
ners,and why not me? why not me?I acknowledg my ſelf 
to bea great ſinner: but yet again thy word teſtificth, That 
Jeſus Chriſt came to ſave the chief of ſinners. Therefore 
will I not deſpair of mercy, but am reſolved to caft my 
ſelf, and the burden of my ſins into the arms,and upon 


the ſhoulders of Jeſus Chriſt. Be pleaſed to accept of ih 


what Chriſt hath done and ſuffered tor me, and-to accept 
of me in him. Turn mc, O Lord, unto thee, and through 
him let me be xeconciled unto thee. Slay the enmity,and 
fubdue the rebellion of mine heart againſt thee. Waſh my 
polluted foul with his moſt precious blood , cloath my 
nakedneſs with the long white robe of his rightcouſ- 


neſs,fill my emptineſs out of that fulneſs which is inJeſus | 


Chriſt. Enrich my ſoul with all necdful, ſaving, fanCQiity- 
ing graces. Let the faith of Gods Elect, let the love and 
fear of thy name be ſhed abroad in my heart. Oh that c- 
very grace may more and more flouriſh in me, & my luſts 
more and more wither and decay in me. Let my cove- 
touſneſs die,let my pride, and envy.and paſhon, and fen- 
ſuality die; let the whole body of death be deftroyed, 
that I may no longer ſerve fin.O give me grace in this my 
. day to know the things that belong to my peace,to make 
a right uſe of this time of my viſitation. As Chriſt 1s now 
frequently tendrcd in the Miniſtry of the Goſpel as a Sa- 
viour to poor finners:So Lord give me grace fduciallyto 
cloſe with the offers and tenders of him,thatChriſt maybe 

| mine 


A Prayer for a ſingle Perſon. 
mine, and I his. As as thou haſt been pleaſed to afford 
unto me, the means of grace, ſo I pray thee, help me to 
| carry my ſelf in ſome meaſure ſuitable and anſwerable 
' * thereunto) that I may not be a ſhame, but rather a credit 
|| to Religion,and my profeflion thereof. To this end teach 
me to deny all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts,and to live 
ſoberly.righteouſly,and godly in this preſent world. Blef- 
ſed Lord, ſecirig without thy bleſſing it will be in vain 
to put forth my own pains and endeavours, I -beſeech 
thee to help me to labour in the work of the Lord, and 
to crown my pains and endeavours with a bleſſing from 
Heaven. Make me more ſpiritual in worldly buſineſſes ; 
and leſs worldly in ſpiritual buſineſſes. Be pleaſed to pur 
good meditations into my mind, and holy defires into 
my heart. Let no corrupt communication proceed out 
of my mouth, but ſuch as may adminiſter grace to the 
hearers. Kelp me to redeem time, let me not loſe one 
day more, fet me preſently to work out my ſalvation 
with fear and trembling: let me chooſe the good part, 
and make ſure for cternity : let me never venture my 
foul on falſe and deceitful hopes, but Tet me make fure. 
Good Lord, let me not be deceived, and found an hy- 
pocrite at faſt : but let me be found in the faith, that I 
may have rejoycing before thee in the great day, _ 
| Neither pray I for my, felf alone, but for thy whole 
Church whereſoever diſperſed,or how foever diſtreſſed 
; Upon the face of the whole earth. In ſpecial F pray thee 
to bleſs this Land and Nation, with all bleſhngs, both 
temporal and ſpiritual. And herein our Soveraign Lord 
and King : make him an inſtrument of bringing much 
' glory to thy name, and much good to thy Church and 
' people : Bleſs him in his Relations,Counſels,and Forces, 
Bleſs the Magiſtrates and Miniſters, with the whole peo- 
plept this Land : the afflied members of Jeſus Chriſt z 
let thy mercies be ſuitable to their ſeveral needs, and ne- 
cellities. Vouchſafe to every one of us grace to live in 
| thy 


——  - 


A Prayer for a ſingle Perſon. 


thy fear, to die in thy favour, and to reign with th 
Eternally in Heaven. 

And now, © Lord,in the name of Jeſus Chriſt,I bleſs 
and praiſe thy glorious Majeſty. for all thoſe manifold ta- 
vours thou haſt in a plentiful manner conferred on my 
ſoul and body ; for my preſervation as from manifold 
dangers whereaunto 1 was ſubjed, fo from many fins 
whereinto the corruption of my fleſh,and the per{ſwaſion 
of the Devil would have thrown me headlong. Bleſſed 
be thy name for thy good providence over me through 
the whole courſe of my life; thou haſt been my God 
from my Mothers womb, ſupplied me with all needful 
good things. But above all, blefſed be thy name for that 
foundation of all other mercies.thy dearly beloved Sons 
for thole great things he hath done and ſuffered for me, 
and thoſe many good things, whereof in and through 
him I have hope,or am made partaker. Lord,pardon the 
manifold weakneſſes and imperte&tions which have ac- 
companied this holy ſervice.in and through thy beloved 
Son Jeſus Chriſt. Tn whoſe name and words, I further 
call upon thee, ſaying, Our Father which art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy Name : Thy Kingdom come : Thy Will be 
done on Earth, as it is in Heaven, Give us this day our daily 
bread : And forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive thens 
that treſpaſs againſt us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, For thine is the Kingdom, the 


Power and the Glory, for ever and ever. Arcn. 
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An Exhortation to ſtir up every Chriſtian to 
offer up daily a Morning , and an Evening 
Sacrifice of Prayer , and Praije unto God, in 


> ſome ſecret and retired place. 


THe duty | of Secret prayer, is both commanded 
and commended to us in the Word of God. 


I. It isexpreſly commanded by our Lord! and Sas, 
viour, Mat. 6, 6. When thou prayeit, enter into thy 
Cloſet, and when thou hait ſhut the door, pray tothy 
Father which is in ſecret , aud thy Father which ſeeth 
in ſecret, ſhall reward thee openly. 

Our Saviour having in the toregoing; verſe repro- 
ved the Scribes and Phariſees, for their vain- glorious 
manner of praying in the Syu2gogues and Streets, that 
they might be ſcen of men 3 In this verſe he com- 
mands. his. Diſciples to withdraw themſelves out of 
the view: of men. into ſome ſecret place, and. there 
having ſhut the door, to offer up the Sacrifice of 
Prayer and Praiſe unto God their heavenly Fa- 
ther. Po 
The Reaſon followeth in theſe words, Thy Father 
which ſeeth in ſecret, will reward thze opeuly : where- 
in is declarcd : | 

I. Tie notice that God taketh of our moſt ſe- 
cret | Prayers, he ſeeth them, though God himfelt 
be inviſible to all, yet nothing is invitible unto 
him. 

2. The account that he maketh cf them, is in theſe 
words, he will reward thee openly. Such account God 
maketh of the ſecret Prayers of his Servants, thar 
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he will not only give what they ask, but reward 
them for ' asking. 


H. We find Secret Prayer commended to us in 
| Scripture, by the practice of the faithful in all ages. 
In Ger. 21. 33. weread that Abraham planted a 
Grove in Beerſheba, and called there ou the Name of 
the Lord, His planting a Grove was, as is evident 
from the following words, for a religious uſe; and 
moſt probably, that he might have a place of retire- 
ment, wherein to pour- out his Soul before God. 
In Ger, 24. 63, we read of Tſaac, that he uſed to go 
out into the field alone, there to meditate, or pray, for 
the word in the Original fignificth both : ? tis like 
he did both in ſome ſhady walk, where he enjoyed 
communion with God, In Gez. 32. 24, &c. we 
tind Jacob at his ſecret Prayer, for the Text faith, 
that Facob being alone he wreſtled with God in prayer, 
and prevailed, So that he came off a valiant Conque- 
ror, and thereupon had the name of Iſrael given un- 
to him. David likewiſe was much converſant in 
ſecret Prayer. Sometime he prayed thrice a day, 
ſometimes ſeven times aday, It is recorded of Da- 


mel. ch. 6. Io. that in his Chamber, he kneeled pox 


his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks 
before his God, as he did aforetime, which implicth 
it to be his uſual practice. Ad. io. 9. we find Pe- 
ter praying alone on the houſe-top. Queſtionlels, 
he made choice of that place for the privacy there- 
of. 


By theſe inſtances, (to which many more might 


be added) you may (ce, that it hath been the pra- 
cice of Gods people in former ages, to make con- 
{cience of praying 7 ſecret, as well as in publick, 
Oh how ſhould their example ſtir us up toa con- 

ſtant and conſcionable pertormance thereof ? For cer- 
| | tainly 
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tainly their praQice is left upon record for our learn- 
ing and imitation. 


But befides theſe, we have the example of our 
Lord and Saviour Feſus Chrift, of whom we read, 
Heb. 5. 7. that in the days of his fleſh, he offered up 
prayers and ſupplications, with ſtrong crying and tears ; 
that is, All the time wherein he lived on earth, he 
was very frequent in this duty of Secret Prayer, 
which he performed with much ardency of Spirit, 
implied under this Phraſe, He offered up prayers with 
ſtrong erying and tears, More particularly, we read 
Mat. 14.22. that having ſent away his Diſciples, he 
went up into a Mountain apart to pray , and when the 
evening was come, he was there alone, And Mar. I. 
35. itis recorded, That early in the morning, he was 
praying alone in a ſecret place, And Mark, 6. 46, when 
he had ſent away both the multitude, and his Diſci- 
ples, he departed into a mountain, for privacy, and 
there prayed, Our Saviour was ever doing good 5 
if he were not preaching, nor healing, he would 
retire himſelf into ſome ſecret place, there to pour 
out his Soul unto God in prayer on our behalf 
One end amongſt others of Chriſt's frequent praying, 
in ſecret was, to make himſelt a Pattern and Exam- 
ple unto us therein, that we might follow his ſteps, 
and write after his copy. And indeed what better 
Pattern can we have for our imitation ? Other Pat- 
terns are imperfe&, but Chriſt is a moſt perfect 
pattern. O that we were ſo wiſe as to follow 
him herein ? which. will be both our honour and 
our happineſs; for happy are they who tread in his 


ſteps. 
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HI. Another Argument may be taken from the Ex- 
cellency of Secret Prayer, which appearcth, 


I. Becauſe we dy hereby highly bonour God and exalt 
his great Name, and glorious Attributes : for there-. 
by we acknowledge God to be, 

K Ommnipreſent, preſent in all places, in the ſecret 

Cloſet, as well as in the publick Church. 
_— Omniſcient, in that he knows, and takes no- 
tice of what is done in our nioſt ſecret retirement, 
of our ſighs and tears -that are poured out before 
him in our Cloſets. 

3. Omnipotent, able to ſupply all our wants, to 
ſtrengthen us inall our weakneſſes, to ſupport us 
under all our trials and temptations. 

4. Faithful in performing what he hath promiſed. 
For what do we elſe in our prayers, but crave the 
accompliſhment of Gods Promiſes ? 


2. Becauſe God thereby glorifeth us , vouchſafing 
unto us, who are but ſinful duſt and aſhes, this high 
and honourable priviledge,to have tree acceſs unto 
him, as at all times, ſo in all places. It is both a 
great favour, and a ſingular honour to a ſubjca, to 
have the Far of his Prince. Oh then, with what 
favour and honour art thou inveſted, that haſt the 
Ear of the great God, whois the King of Kings ! 
That thou haſt a free acceſs unto the glorious Throne 
of his Grace, to make known thy ſuits and requeſts 
unto him ! The glorious Angels ſtand amazcd at 
this high priviledg vouchfated to the Saints and peo- 
plc of God. 


. The Excellency of ſecret Prayer appeareth, in that 


therein the faithful enjoy moſt ſweet communion with 
God. 


Xe. 
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God. In publick Prayers there is more communion 
with Saints, but in ſecret Prayers there 15 more com= 
munion with God. Certainly none have. more, ex- 
perienced the grace and goodneſs of God, in cheer- 
ing and comforting their hearts with the aſſurance 
of his love. and in melting and breaking their hearts 
for their fins, than they who are moti conſtant jn 
their ſecret devotions. 

4. The Excelien:y of ſecret Prayer appeareth, in that 
therein, as the Saints ordinarily enjoy the ſweeteſt com- 
munion with God, ſo alſo the freeſt and fulleſt commu- 
nications from God , therein he more freely unboſomes 
himſelf unto them, - and diſcovers ſuch ſecrets, as 
are not fit for others to know. The more they 
withdraw themſelves from men into a ſecret corner, 


the more the Lord unvails his face, and diſcovers his 


love unto them. There are none on earth, who 
know ſo much of the ſccrets of Gods love. of the 
ſecrets of his counſels, and the ſecrets of his heart, 
as they who moſt delight to draw near unto him 
in ſecret. Oh the ſweet embraces that are oftentimes 
betwixt God and a praying Saint ! Oh the praci- 
ous diſcoveries that God makes of himſelt to a Soul 
in ſecret, And oh the glorious manifeſtations of 
his love which many Chritiians have telt in their ſe- 
cret. addrefſes ! When we are upon our knees in a 
corner, then the Lord Jooks upon us with ftingular 
delight and complacency, and with ſpecial intima- 
tions of his love and favour, Yea then it is. that 


we often feel and hnd ſoul-raviſhing incomes trom 


his Spirit. How highly then doth it concern us to 
be much with God in ſecret ? 

5. The Fxcelency of Secxet Prayer appeareth, i: 
that it procureth a ſweetneſs and comfort upon thoſe 
mercies which it obtaineth, For this 15 an expericnced 
truth, That thoſe” mercies which are given in as art 
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anſwer to our Prayers, are the ſweeteſt and moſt comfor- 
zable. And certainly, this is one reaſon why many 
find ſo little comfort in their yoke-fellows, in their 
children, in their eſtate, and the like, they did not 


ſeek them of God by ſecret Prayer, and ſo did not 
receive them as anſwers to their Prayers, but only 


from an hand of common Providence, without any 


ſeeking of theirs. 


IV. Another Argument may be taken from the Ne- 
'ceſſity of Secret Prayer : which doth appear, 

I. From the conſideration of the manifold ſecret ſins 
of which every one ſtands guilty ; which are not fit to 
be laid open betore others, but to be confeſſed in 
ſecret between God and a mans own Conſcience. 
There is no man but hath his thorn in the Fleſh, his 
beſetting fin to pray againſt, ſome particular luſt to 
whicn he is- moſt inclined and diſpoſed, which he 
would not willingly confeſs in the preſence of 0- 
thers. But in ſccret he can moſt freely pour out his 
whole Soul unto God, heartily bewail, and with 


_ tears confeſs his boſome and beloved ſins. And 


truly as thou haſt committed fins in ſecret, ſo it is 
meet thou ſhould mourn and weep in ſecret for 


, them, that thy Chamber-confclhions and Cloſet- 


tears may teſtihe thy godly and fincere Repen- 
tance. 

2. The Neceſſity of Secret Prayer appeareth from the 
conſderation of the manifold ſecret temptations rhere- 


. wntto we are fubjec from our. adverſary the Devil, who 


as a roaring Lion walketh ahout ſeeking whom he may 
devour, 1 Pet. 5. $8, He fits not (till, but is reſtleſs 
to do all the miſchict he can, and is ever ſecking all 
adyantages againſt us : if he find us abroad about 
our worldly buſfincfs, before we ' have been with 
God in ſecret Prayer, we are in very great danger 

ID tO 
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tobe inſnared, and foiled by him. St. Origen go- 
ing forth one morning out of his houſe, before he 
had performed his ſecret devotions, met with a fad 
diſaſter : For being apprehended by ſome who con- 
ſtrained him either to offer Sacrifice to an Idol, or 
to fuffer his body unnaturally to be abuſed by a 
Black-a-more, he choſe the former ; but afterwards 
reflecting upon what he had done, and ſearching 
out the cauſe thereof, what it was that had provoked 
God to ſuffer him to fall into ſuch wicked hands, 
who drew him into ſo foul a fin, he called to mind 
how he had that morning omitted his ſecret de- 
votions, and thereupon acknowledged Gods Juſtice 
therein. 

3. The Neceſſity of Secret Prayer appeapeth from the 
conſideration of the manifold caſualties whereuzto we 
are ſubje}, For death Jieth every where in wait 
for us, ſo that we go cvery moment in danger of 
our lives. Yea how many. have riſen well in the. 
morning, who have been found dead before the 
evening ? and what hath betallen one, may befall 
another. Oh how fad a thing will it be, to. be ar- 
reſted by death, and called to the Bar of Gods Judg- 


- ment. to plead guilty, or not guilty, betorxe we have 


preſented our ſelves at the Throne of Grace, to ſuc 
torth our pardon ? 


 V. Another Argument may be taken from the utility 
and profit that attends a conſcientious diſcharge of this 
duty, which is manifold. 
Y, | RE 
I. Secret Prayer is one effefinal, if not the principal 
means, whereby we attain at the hands of God alithe 
good things whereof we ftand in need, It is the privy- 


key whereby we open the treaſury ot all Gods bleſ- 


ſings, as well ſpiritual as temporal. If thou art af- 
faulted by Satan, and feareſt Ictt thou thouldtt be 
| A4 OVCr= 
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overcome by his temptations, thou maiſt (by wreſt- 
ling with God in ſecret) obtain, if not preſent deliver- 
ance, yet grace ſufficient to refit them, and power 
at laſt to overcome them. If thou feeleſt any luſt,any 
corruption working and ſtirring in thee, and tearcſt 
leſt it ſhould ger the victory over theee, thou waiſt by 

this means obtain ſo much power and ſtrength a 
gainſt it, that it ſhall not have dominion over thee. 
Luft, as ſtrong as it is, will net be able to ſtand before 
ſecret prayer, it it be fervent 3 only be carctull, that 
when thou haſt prayed, thou ſet a watch. And cer- 
tainly one ſpecial reaſon why many Chriſtians go ſo 
Jong conplaining of the working and. ſtirring, yea 
of the power and prevalency of their corruption, 1s, 
becauſe they do not {o often as they ſhould, wretile 
with God in ſecret for power againſt it. This is an 
experienced truth, That the more frequent and fer- 
vent any . Chriſtian 1s in his Cloſet-prayer, the leſs 
power will tin have over him. 

2. [tis a ſpecial means to preſerue a Chriſtiax from 
publickjudaments in time of common Calamities, For 
God uſually takes them into the Chanibcr. of his 
Proteaion, who frequently betake themſclves into 
their Chambers of Devotion, and there bewail the 
{iins. of rhe times and places in 'which they live. 
\ Ezek, 9.4. we read, how they who prayed and 
mourned 71 ſecret. for the abominations that were done 
in the miait of the City, had a mark, of ſafety ſet upon 
their forebeads, whereby they were preſerved from 
_ thegencral deftruction.. As therctorc thou wouldft 
be kept ſafe in a time of common judgment, be much 
with God in {ccrct, bewailing the tins and 1 11qui- 
ties of the times, 

It is a ſpecial means to keep up the life of grace. 
Jus power of* godlineſs in mens hearts and lives, We 
axe not jgnorant, that our bodies will decay, if they 
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be not daily refreſhed with- food. And fo will the 
graces of Gods Spirit in us, if they be not daily 
repaired, and ſuſtained by our conſtant, and fervent 
addreifing our {elves unto God in ſecret, 

4. Secret Prayer conſtantly and conſcientiouſly per- 
formed, will evidence the truth and ſmcerity of grace in 
thee. He is an TIſraelite indeed, 1 mean, a fincere 
Chriſtian, that delights to converſe with God in 
{ccret. A man may go to the publick Congregation, 
and joyn in Family Prayer mcerly in hypocrite, to 
gain the applauſe, and commendation of men, to be 
accounted religious. But he who makcth conſcience 
of praying, in ſecret, where none ſeeth but his hea- 
venly Father, queftionleſs hath an honeſt heart, de- 
ſirous to approve himſelf unto God, rather than 
. unto men. It therefore thou contenteſt thy ſelf with 
trequenting the publick Prayers in the Church, and 
the private Prayers in the Family, but makeſt no 
conſcience of praying in ſecret, thou haſt juit cauſe 
to ſuſpect thine hollow and hypocritical heart. 
Ad. 9. 11. 1t 15 brought as a convincing argument 
of the reality of Sauls Converſion from a Perſecutor 
tobe a Profeſſor, a choſen Veſſel unto Chriſt, Behold 
he prayeth, And indeed it 1s an inſeparable property 
of all true Saints, in all placcs of the world, to make 
conſcience of ſecret Praycr. Though all that pray 
in ſecret are not Gods true Saints, yct all the true 
Saints of God. do make conſcience of praying in 
ſecret, Pſal. 32.6. For this ſhall every one that is godly 
pray unto thee, Every one that is godly doth and 
will pray unto God. As achild ſo ſoon as it1is born 
uſually cryeth, and is known to be alive thereby : 
In like manner a Chriſtian, ſo ſoon as he is new 
born, cryeth Abba. Father, and is thercby known to 
have a Spiritual life. Yea as there is no ſurer evi- 
dence of 2 gracelefi Soul, than that it is roger vony So 
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there.is no ſurer ſign of a graciozs Sowl, than that it is 
given to prayer. For a ſpirit of grace, & a ſpirit of ſuppli- 
cation, go together 3 as Zach. 12.10. I will pour upon 
you (faith the Lord) a ſpirit of grace and ſupplication, 
implying, that to whomſoever God giveth gaace, 
to them he alſo giveth a ſpirit of ſupplication, and 
enables them not only to pray, but to pray 7 the 
Spirit : So that our Invocation of God, follows Gods 
Vocation of us. | 

I grant indeed, that many of Gods own Chilaren, 
who have the work of grace wrought in their 
hearts, cannot expreſs themſelves in ſuch apt words 
and phraſes, and in ſuch manner and form as they de- 
fire, and as they hear others do. But know. that 
the work of the Spirit in prayer confifteth not ſo - 


' much in the expreſſion of words and phraſes, as in the 


intention of the heart, and carneſineſs of affecion, 
wherein the very form 6 life of true prayer confiſteth. 

VI. Another Argument may be taken from the Lords 
gracious acceptance aud rewarding of his Childrens 
ſecret prayers, iviat. 6. 6. faith our Saviour, When 
thou prayeſt, enter into thy Cloſet, and thy Father which 
ſeeth 12 ſecret, ſhall reward thee openly ; partly in this 
life, and partly in the lite to come, 

We have inftances of Gods accepting and re- 
warding the fecret prayers of his people in this life, by 
giving a gracivus aniwer and return thereunto. How 
did God reward Iſaac's {ccret prayer with a good 
Wife? It is obſervable ,, that in the very place, and 
at the very time, when he was meditating and 
praying, as for other mercics, fo in ſpecial tor a good 
Wite, and ſuitable yoke-tellow, Rebecca appears un- 
to him ; for ſaith the Text, Gen.24.63., Iſaac went 
out to pray in the field, at the even-tide, and be lift up 
bis eyes, and ſaw, and behold the Camels were coming, 
And Rebeccah lift up ber eyes, and when ſhe ſaw Iſaac, 


ſhe 
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ſve lighted off the Camel, How did the Lord reward 
Hannahs ſecret prayer for a Son 3 though ſhe prayed 
at that time in the Temple, yet ſhe prayed alone by 
her ſelf; for it is faid, 1 Sam. 1. 10. That though ber 
lips moved, yet her voice was not heard ; and in ver. 20. 
we read, that ſoon after Hannah conceived, and bare 
a Son, and called his uame Samnel, ſaying, becauſe T 
have asked bim of the Lord. Again, How did God 
openly reward Daniels ſecret Prayer in his Cham- 
ber, by delivering him from ſo great adeath, and 
bringing ſuch a remarkable deſtruction upon his 
enemies ? 

And as the Lord doth thus openly reward the 
{ecret Prayers of his people here in this lite 3 fo will 
he do it much more in the lite to come, when the 


| Saints ſhall receive according to the good they have done 


in the body, 2 Cor. 5. 10. Then ſhall their ſecret 
devotions be made known to all the world; their 
groans, and their-tears, which were bottled up, will 
be then made manifeſt that they were not loſt. So 
that every ſecret Prayer, put up in faith and fer- 
vency, is a feed ſowen, which will yield a plentiful 
crop another day. What though thou here ſoweſt 
in tears ſecretly ? thou ſhalt be {ure hereafter to reap- 
in joy openly. 


Thus have I given you ſeveral Arguments to per- 
{wade you to the performance of this too too much 
negleaed duty of ſecret Prayer. What now rc- 
maineth, but that we ſhould all fall cloſe to the 
conſtant practice thereof? What though by reaſon 


of the fleſh, and corruption in us, we hind a back- 


wardneſs thereunto, apd are thereupon loth to fct 
upon the work ; will not ſweet communion with 
God abundantly recompence all our pains thcrein ? 
Did ever any repent of their fceking God in feerct ? 

DT ſpecially 
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eſpecially if they ſought him in truth and ſincerity. 
Enquire of thoſe who are conſtant and conſcientious 
there, they will tell you, they never found ſuch 
diſcoveries and manifeſtations of Gods love, fuch 
raviſhing irccmes of his Spirit, as in their ſecret re- 
tirements, Oh that T could ftir ypall, of all forts, 
Husbands and Wives, Parents and Children, Ma. 
ſters and Servants, to a confcientious performance 
of this duty, to hold up their communion with God 
in ſecect. Is it not the command of Chriſt, that thou 
fſhouldit- enter into thy cloſet : ; and having ſbut thy door, 
to pray to thy Father inſecret ? And wilt thou not 
yicld- willing and cheertul obedience thereunto ? IF 
ye Ive me, heep my Commandments. ſaith Chriſt, eh. 
14. 15. Certainly, there 1s little love i in thy Soul 
unto Chriſt, if thou haſt little regard to this Com- 
mandment of his. Have not the Saints and people 
of God gore before thee in this duty ? yea, hath not 
thy bleſſed Saviour made himſelta pattern and ex- 
ample to thee therein ? and ſhall we not be tollow- 
ers of him, when as the very lite of a Chriſtian doth 
chicfly co nſſt in his conformi ity to Chriſt ? wouldft 
thou partake of Gods choicett mercies ? wouldſt 
thou know, what it 1s to enjoy communion with 
God in an Ordinance ? what it is to partake of the 
inflaenccs of his Grace, and income of his Spirit ? ' 
what it is to taſte of the ſwcetnefs of his love, and 
manitcſtation of himſelf unto the Soul ? Oh then, 
now take up a rc{ulution, with the athſtance of Gods 
grace, to ſet upcn the pradice ot {ecrer Prayer, and 
to be conſtant therein, not ſuffering any worldly 
buſineſs to juſtle out chis duty. which is the moſt im- 
portant butipeſs of thy Soul, and upon which the 
ood ſucceſs of every. buſineſs doth depend. 'Yea, 
creed for certain, that that gain which 1 1s gotten with 
| the 
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the neglect of -ſecret Prayer, will prove a curſe to 
thee, rather than a bleting. 
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An Exhortation to. ſtir up Parents, and Ma- 


ſters of Families, to offer np daily a Morn- © 


ing, and an Evening Sacrifice of Prayer aud 
Praiſe unto God with their Families. | 


TAving performed your Secret Devotions in your 

3 Cloſets, you muſt not content your {c]ves there- 
with ; but it you be Majters, -or Governenrs of Fami- 
lies, and have others under your charge, you ought 
likewiſe to pray with them: This hath becn the anci- 
ent practice of Godly Families, both under the 01d 
and New Tejtament. We read how the godly Patri- 
archs in the removal of themſelves and houſholds, 
took great care. to. build. them Altars to call upon 


God. and that joyntly with their Families. Thus did 


Abraham, Gen. 12.8. So likewiſe did Iſaac, Gen. 26. 
25. And Facob, Gen. 33. 20.and 35: 1. Theexam- 
ple. of Foſkua is remarkable, who thus delivers his 


relegation wok 24.15. As for me and my houſe, we 


wil. ſerve the Lord, namely joyntly as well as {eve- 
rally, and ſo to pray together, as well as aſunder. 
In 2 Sam. 6.21. It is {aid of David, That afterhe 
had ſetled the Ark, he returned to bleſs bis houſhold, 
that is, ſay Expoſitors, To bleſs God with his Family, 
and to beg Gods bleiing on them. Fobs offering a 


Sacrifice, and praying for his Children when they 


were abſent, doth imply that he did the like with 
them, when preſent, ſeeing it is ſaid, Fob 1,5, Thus 
did Fob continually, 

OS In 


> CARER. DER ACS » W 2 - b en fone i EE A Cd OE 
* . 


| 
; _ 


| 


- 
Ee er mr re er rw ee ee eee - 


14 An Exhortation to Family Prayer. 


In the New teſtament the Apoſtle writing to Ma- 
ſters of Families concerning their duties, adjoyneth 
this, Col. 4. 2. Continue in Prayer, implying it to be 
one ſpecial duty. incumbent on them to be con- 
ſtant in Family Prayer, Of Cornelius it is ſaid, Af. 
IO. 2. That be was one who feared God with all his 
houſe, which gave. much alms to the people, and prayed 
to God alway, which implieth, that he prayed daily 
with his Family, or twice a day, as that phraſe im- 
porteth. By theſe examples you may ſee, it hath been 
the practice of pious Governours, in all ages of the 
world, to pray in, and with their Families. Oh that 
their example might awaken and fiir up us to the 
performance thereof ! Certainly it will be our wiſ- 
_ to follow fuch Worthics in ſo excellent a 
uty. | 

' But for your more full conviction of that obli- 
gation which lies -upon you for the performance 
of this duty , let the following arguments be duly 
weighed. 

Arg. 1. The firſt Argument ſhall be drawn from that 
truft that is committed to Governours of Families, who 
are intrufied with the Souls and with the Religion of 
their Families, They have received a charge from 
the Lord to look diligently to all that are under 
them, that they duly worſhip God. In the fourth 
Commandment, the Maſter of the Family is charged 
not only to keep the Sabbath in his own perſon, but 
to look to his family alſo, Exod. 20. 10. Suitable to 
this charge, is the care and holy reſolution of Joſhua, 
Toſh. 24. 15. I and my houſe will ſerve the Lord. 
Chxſe you, whom you will ſerve, ſaith he, to the reſt 
of the people, but as for me, and my houſe, we will 
ſerve the Lord, Hence it appears, that Governours of 
Families are to take care of the Religion, and there- 
fore of the Souls cf their Families. When a Child 

| | 5 
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is brought forth, when a Servant is brought into 
thy houſe, God fays to thee, as the man in the Pro- 
phets Parable, 1 King. 20. 39. Keep this man, look 
to this Child, look to this Servant, look to their 
Souls if they miſcarry, or be loſt through thy neg- 
le&, thy life (hall go for their lives, thy ſoul for their 


ſouls, and ſo ſhall thy judgment be. 


' Arg. 2, May be taken from the manifold benefits 
which uſually follow and accompany this duty of Family 
rayer. 


i. It 5s a ſanftifying-Ordinance, thereby the Hus- 


band is fandtifyed to the Wife, ard the Wife to the 


Husband, ſo that they prove blethings and comforts 
each to other ; Children likewiſe are blefſed and 
ſanQifyed to their Parents, and Servants to their 
Maſters. Yea Family Prayer produceth Gods blethng 
upon their callings and enjoyments, upon their 
lofſes and croffes, both are thereby {anctitycd an 
bleſſed unto them. . 
' 2, Famuly Prayer, as it is a ſandiifying Ordinance, 
fo it is a ſeafoning Ordinance, it ſeaſons the whole 
houſe with the fear of God. It' 1s recorded of -Cor= 
nelins, AQ. 10. 2. That he was a devout man, one that 
feared God with all his heart who prayed to God alwaies, 
His conſtant courſe of praying with his Family, 
queſtionleſs did ſeaſon his whole houſe with the fear 
of God. As prayerleſs Families are for the nioſt part 
deſtitute of the fear of God : So in thoſe Families 
where a conſtant courſe of praying is kept up, there 
the hearts of many are ſeaſoned with the true fear 
of God. As Abraham was a praying Maſter, ſo he 
had praying Servants, Gen. 24. 11. For Interiors are 
very apt to write after the Copy of their Superiors, 
and to follow their example. Thus by a praying 
Maſter, Children and Servants are taught to 
Pray. 
3 Family 
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. Family Prayer conſcientiouſly 'pertormed, wilt 
bring Gods bleſſing upon your ſelves and your re- 


lations, upon your eſtate and all. your undertakings. 


As God bleſſed Obed-Edom: and all his houthold tor 
the Arks fake; ſo queſtionlels. will the Lord bleſs 


thoſe Familics wherein holy duties are faithtully per- 
formed : For Godlineſs is, profitable unto all things, ha- 


ving the ' promiſe of this life that now is, as well as of 


that which is to. come, 1 Tim. 4. 8, whereupon ſaith 
the wiſe-man (Prov. 14. 11.) The houſe of the wicks 


ed ſhal: be overturned, but the tabernacle of the upright* 
ſhall flouriſh, How then can ſuch ;expcR a blethng; 


from God, either upon themſelves, or upon their 
relations, or upon their pains and endeavours, who 
do not ſet up a conſtant courſe of praying in their 
houſes, ſeeing it is that, whereby. Gods. bleſſing . is 
procured and entailed ? 

4. Family Prayer is a ſpecial preſervative _ 
common Calamities, Polanus in his Syntagm. rela- 
teth, how in the year .1 5 8 4, there. was ſuch a ter- 
rible earth-quake, that overthrew , all the houſcs im; 


the whole Town, in: Switzerland, ſave one where-.;" 


in the Maſter of the Family. was at the ſame.time 
praying with his Wifc, .Children and. Servants. .. IF. 


God doth not preſerve praying Familics from thoſe- 


common Judgments and . Calamities, which betall 
others, yct he will ſo ſ{andihe thoſe calamities anto 
them, that they fhaliturn to their good, according to 
that gracious promiſe, All things ſhall work together 


For good to them that love God, Rom. 8. 28. 


2. Argument may be rahen from the manifold miſ- 


obiefs which uſually folow and accompany the neglect 


of Family Prayer. 


I. Negled of Family Prayer is uſually accompanied 
with the negled of all other religious duties ; which 
is ſound true by fad experience, For whocycs heard 
that 


re . 
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vilt || that the Scriptures were read, or Catcchiſing uſed 


re- 


in any Family where Prayer was omitted ? {o that 
Prayer-leſs houſes are as Sepwlchres, wherein all Re- 
ligion lies buricd. | | 

2. From hence come all domeſtick brarols and cons 
tentions, Hence it is, that the houſe is. divided 
againſt ic ſelf 3 Husband againſt Wife, and Wife 
againſt Husband 3 Maſter againſt Servant, and Ser- 
vant againſt Maſter; Parent againſt Child, and 
Child againſt Parent; which would be prevented, 
were the Lord more duly worſhipped among them: 
Where God is ferved with pertect purity, there is 
perfect peace. But where. God is not ſerved, there 
is no peace, . but jars and contentions, ſtrife and 
debate; which giveth great advantage unto Satan, 
the Arch-enemy of Mankind, who /ike a roaring 
Lyon walketh about continually, ſeeking whom he may 
devour, 1 Pet. 5. 8. 

3. From negled of Family Prayer it is, that ſo ma- 
ny Families are ſo diſſolute and prophane, abounding 


with all manner of ſin and wickeduefs, as lying, ſwea- 


ring, ſabbath-breaking, drinking, whoring, and the 
like, as if there were a ſemixary of little Devils, an 
howſhold of fiends. And truly, when Familics leave 


God in not doing the good they ſhould , God leaves | 


them to do the evil they ſhoula not. So that fin 
hath there free place, where Gods ſervice hath xy 
place, And fins of Commiſhon do uſually follow 
ſins of Omiſhon 3 it being ordinary with God to 
puniſh one fin with another 3 to puniſh the neglect 
of duty, with the committing of tm, by leaving 
men ſo to themſelves, that they break torth into the 
committing of great and hainous fins. A general 
complaint there is in theſe days of the undutifulneſs 
and diſobedience of Children, of the negligence and 


unfaichfulnels of Servants, yea and of the looke and 
B 
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18 An Exhortation to Family Prayer, 
lewd lives. of both in many Families, whereof if 
we would ſearch the true ground and caulc, we 
ſhall find it rather in the Szperiors than in the Infe- 
ri0rs, For howſoever Ixferiers cannot be excuſed, 
yet queſtionleſs the fault is chiefly in' Superzors and 
Governours, becauſe they are carcle(s and negligent in 
the diſcharge of their duty towards them, not pray- 
ing with them, nor inſtructing them as they ſhould, 
For where religious duties are ſhut out of any family, 
there uſualy the dooy is ſet wide open to Iooſueſs and 


, frofaneſs, 


4. The neglei of religious duties in thy family, 
C whereof Prayer 1s one of the chiefeſt) will make thee 
gnilty of murther, even of Soul-marther, which is the 
greateſt of all. For whereas the Soxls, as well as 


the Bodzes, of thy Children and Servants are com- 


mitted to thy care and charge ; if any of them ſhould 
periſh through thy default, thon art deeply guilty of 
their eternal death and damnation, and their blood 
will be required at thy hands. As Jacob was ac- 
countable to Laban for the loſs of every Lamb or 
Sheep, at his hand was it required : So is every 
Maſter of a Family accountable to God for every 
Soul under his xoof. It any of them periſh through 
his default, God will require it at his hands. God 
will require the blood of thy Child, the blood of 

thy Servant at thy hands one day. HF therefore | 
you will be free from the blood of your Children 
and Servants, train them up in the fear and nur- 


ture of the Lord, and be ſure to pray for them and 


with them. | 
5. The curſe of God hangs over all prayerlefs Fa- 


milies. yea it abideth in their houſes, as the Wiſe-man 


expreſſeth (Prov. 3, 33.) The curfe of the Lord us 
zn'the houſe of the wicked, Howſoever they may ſeem 
to'abound and flouriſh in all worldly wealth _ ri- 
ches x 
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ches 3 yet the curſe of God is upon all that they en- 
joy. For (as the Lord ſpeaketh by his Prophet 
Malachy, ch.2. 2.) he will curſe their bleſſings, that 
is, whatſoever outward good things they did enjoy, 
ſhould be curfed to them. Eo. 

6. The neglect of Family Prayer expoſeth the whole 
houſhold to the wrath aud fury of God, as the Prophet 
Feremiah implicth, Fer. 10. 25, where he ſaith, Pozer, 
out thy fury upon the Heathen that know thee not, and 
upon the Families that call not upon thy name ; where by 
the fury of God, is meant his wrath in the highelt 
degree, his anger boiled up to the height, Oh who 
can abide this ſcalding. wrath ! And by poxring out 
Gods fury, is meant, Gods inflicting; his fierce wrath 
in the greateſt meaſure, inthe higheſt degree, The 
words, though they are ſet down in the form of a 
Prayer, yet they are a Predidion (as well as a Peti- 
tion) of Gods dreadful wrath and fury to beun- 
doubtedly inflicted upon all Prayerleſs Farntltes,” For 
the Phrophet put up this Prayer unto God, as fore- 
{eeing the certain ruine and deſtruction of ſuch Fa- 
miliesas called not upon the name of the Lord : He 
knew that God would aſſurcedly. pour out his fury 
upon their Families who did not pozer ot their fouls 
unto him in' Prayer. __ "0 

Oh then in what deſperate danger are many Fa« 
milies now-a-days, in which there is' no praying, 
or very little ? It may be once in a week, as on the 
Lords-day evening which is the practice of toq 
too many profefiing Chriſtians in theſe days; who' 


. make a proteſſion of Religion, yet ſeldom pray with' 


their Families, whoſe very practice doth condemn' 
them 3 for if Family Prayer be not a duty incumbent” 


' upon them, why do they pefoxm jt ſometimes ? If, 
it be a duty, why do they . perform it ſo ſeldom? 


$itrely for people not to practiſe what ty Know ed 
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be their duty, muſt needs prove an aggravation 
both of their tins and puniſhment. 
'Yet alas, how 1s this duty little or not at all re- 


| garded by many ? Oh how many Prayerleſs Fami- 


lies are there to be found in this Nation ? who live 
as if there were no God to ſerve, no Soul to ſave, 
no Hell to be feared, no Heaven to be enjoyed, I 
cannot but much *wonder, how ſuch can eat and 


drink with delight, or how they can lye down in 


peace, ſeeing they are liable every moment to the 
pouring forth of Gods fierce wrath and fiery indig- 
nation, which they know not how ſuddenly may 
ſeize upon them. Well may that inſcription be fer 
upon their houſes , which .is uſually put upon the 
houſes viſited with the Plague, Lord have mercy on . 
as > for ſurely the Plague of God is not far from 
them. | 


Oh think of this all ye Parents and Governonurs, 
who make little or no conſcience of praying in, and 
with'your Families; confider it well, and lay it to 
heart, and thereupon refolve for the future, with the 
aſfiſtance of Gods grace, to ſet upon, and keep up a 
conſtant courſe of Family worſhip 3 thus ſhall you 
make your houſes Bethels, houſes of God, and little 
Churches : yea thereby you ſhall not only prevent 
Gods fierce wrath and fury 'from falling upon your 
{elves and Family, but likewiſe procure Gods fa- 
vour both towards your {elves and dear relations. In 
a word, to conclude this point, Q ye Parents and 
Maſters of Families, as you would diſcharge your 
duty to God and man, as you would employ your 
talents, improve your gifts, increaſe your graces, 
exalt the name of God, prove a blefling to your Fa- 
mily, and at laſt give up your account with joy 
and comfort, I beſeech every one of you to take 
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up Joſhua's reſolution, As for me and my houſe, we 
will ſerve the Lord, 


Having, as I hope, prevailed with you, to ſet 
upon the duty both of Secret and Family Prayer 3 
that you may be inſtructed to perform them in ſuch 
a manner as they may be acceptable and pleating un- 
to God, and beneficial to your own fouls, I ſhall 
hint unto you ſome few DircCtions. 


I. Set thy ſelf as in the fight and preſence of God ; 
know that when thou art out of the-ſight of men, 
God is preſent with thee, and obſcrveth thy whole 
carriage in the duty yea not only thine outward 
geſture and behaviour, but the inward motions of 
thine heart 3. he is privy to every wandring and 
diftractcd thought in Prayer. | 


II. Set upon the duty with the greateſt reverence of 
God that poſſibly thou cant, To that cnd ſcriouſly 
weigh and conſider his ſurpatſing excellencics, by 
reaſon whereof the bleſſed Angels are unworthy 
to ſtand before him, and therefore are {aid in Scrip- 
ture to adore him with covered faces, as not able 
to behold his moſt glorious Majeſty, We hind it 
uſual with the Saints, whoſe Prayers are recorded 
in Scripture, to be ample in ſctting forth the glori- 
ous Properties of God in the beginning of their 
Prayers. For which purpoſe note the Prayer of 
Solomon, I King. 8. 23s Of Hezek/ah, in 2 King, I'9, 
15, Ot Damel*h. 9, 4. 


HI. Beg the gracious aſſiſtance of Gods Epirit, which 
belpeth our infirmities, and teacheth us to pray as 
we ought, therefore called the ffirit of grace and 


ſupplication, Tech, 12. 10. 
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IV. Put up all thy requeſts in the name of Chriſt, 
Joh. 16. 23. Verily, verily, I ſay nto yor, faith our 
Saviour, whatſoever ye ſhall ark the Father in wy Name, 
be will give it you. 

To pray in the Name of Chriſt, is, 

1. To ſet hon the- duty in confidence of aſſiſtanee 
from Chriſt, without whom; we can do nothing, 
Toh. 15. Y. 

i. Io ſet zþo01t the anty nt + confidence of acceptance 
both of our perſons and ſervices in "and through the wor- 
thineft of his merits, and efficacy of bis interceſſion, 
Plutarch in the lite 'of Themiſtocles reports of ſome 
of the Heathens, the Molofians by name, that when 
they had any matter of conſequence to ask of their 
King, they would get his Son, the young Prince in- 
to their 'arms, and ſo make their requeſts unto him. 
The like courſe ſhould we take, when we have any 
requeli to make unto the King of Kings, carry Chriſt 
with us in the arms of our Faith 3 and ſo we fhall 
not need to doubt of Audience and acceptance,' God 


is ſo well pleaſed with his beloved Son, that he like- 
wiſe will be pleaſed with all who humbly come unto. 


 himin his Name, and will deny them nothing which 
he knoweth to be good for them. 


V. Labour to get thine heart into the duty, and to 
heep it 'cloſe thereunto; which is the main thing that 
God looketh after in all our addreſſes to him. 
Though thy Prayers be never ſo well framed in rc- 
gard pt words, or revercntly pertormed. as to thy 
external peſtures 3 yet all is, nothing, if thy hears bs 
wot in the duty, For Prayer 1s not a work of the 
head, or hand, or eyes only, but chiefly a work 
of the heart, and therefore called in Scripture, the 
ponring out of the Soxl, 1 Sam. 1. 15, And the powr- 
7g put | the ms, Pal, 62, C Afid indeed, the 
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very ſoul of Prayer lieth in the pouring out of the 
Soul betore the Lord. Whenſoever therefore thou | 
draweſt near unto God in prayer, let it be with thine 


heart and {oul, otherwiſe thou canſt have no aftu- 


rance of audience and acceptance. For as Cypr!an 
ſpeaketh, @uomody te audiri a Deo poltulas, &c. How 
canſt thou expect the Lord ſhould hear thee, when 
thou heareſt not thy ſelf? Or that he ſhould re- 
gard thy prayers, when thou regardelt not what 
thou praycſ{t ? Certainly that prayer reacheth not 
the heart of God, which reacheth not our own, 


VI. In all thy addreſſes unto God labour to keep 
away and drive out all wandring, heterogenial thoughts _ 
that come in to thy diſturbance, 1 grant it is impoſ- 
ſible wholly to prevent them, yet muſt thou put 
forth thine utmoſt care and endeavour to hinder 
the prevalency of them to that end beware of nou- 
riſhing them in thine heart with delight, Though 
roving thoughts, as birds, will hover about thee, 
in the performance of holy duties, yet ſuffer then 
not to lodge and neftle in thee, but with hatred and 


deteſtation preſently drive them away, 


For thy better hclp thercin, take thele tew Dirc- 
Fonh 


I. When thou art drawing near unto God in Pray- 
er, ftrive to caſt the world and worldly things out of 
thine heart, conſecrate thy ſelf entircly unto him for 
that time, as fone that hath nothing todo with any 
thing, but to enjoy communion with God in that 
Ordinance. 

2. Beg of God that he would by the aſifance of his 
boly Spirit reſtrain all vain and wandring imaginations, 


that hg would whip out of thy ſoul wt ole thecyiſh 
B + th OUgNLY 
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thoughts, which are like buyers and ſellers, and 
money-changers in the Temple of thy heart : and 
that by his Spirit he would : keep thy mind fo fix- 
ed on the bulineſs thou art about, that ic may not 
be diſtra&ed with other cogitations, cither'finful or 
 impertinent, 

3. In the confeſſion of thy (ns unto Gol, with grief 
of heart acknowledge thy manifold roving thoughts in 
prayer, How, when thou haſt been ſpeaking unto 
God, thou haſt been thinking, of the world, and of 
thy Juſs; and ſo haſt often gone from God with- 
out God, from the Ordinances of God without en- 
Joying communion with God in his Ordinances, 
Hereby thou wilt obtain both the pardon of the 
ſins of thy- holy ſervices, as alſo freedom from them 
in great meaſure. For the truth 15, a frequent con- 
fel 10n of a fin, will makea wan aſhamed thereof, 
[ and more watchful over himſelf, that he fall not in- 
q. to the ſame ſin again, This 1s implied in 1 Foh, 1, 
9. If we confeſs our fins, God is faithful and-juit ty 
| forgive us our ſts, and to cleanſe us from all unrigh- 
Mi  #eouneſs, See how both theſe follow upon our 
pd confeihtion, God is thereby moved, not only to for- 
{ giveus our fins paſi, but to cleanſe us alfo, and to 
{ Keep us for the future from faliivg into the ſame, 

l. 4. Keep thy mind and heart intent upon the duty 
| of Prayer, He that is intent with all his might in 
lf Gods ſervice, can find no leiſure to hearken to the 
p! ſuggeſtions of Satan, or parley with- the world, So 
1 ' that the more ſerious a man is in_prayer, the leſs 
Ty will he be troubled with wandring thoughts. 
Ii 5. Confder the folly of thoſe prayers which are ac- 
companied with z zmpertinent aud dijtraced thoughts, in 
that there 15 as mucn time ſpent in them, as in the 
mot ſcrious and fervent prayers, yet are they al- 
together fruitleſs and unprofitable, tor both time is 
loſt, 
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loft, and the duty loft, and our ſouls too in dan- 
ger to be loſt after all. 
\ 6. Accuſftom thy ſelf to holy thoughts and ſavoury 
diſcourſes in thy daily converſation, and thereby thou © 
wilt find thy heart in a fitter frame for prayer, and 
leſs ſubjeq to roving thoughts therein, Shouldſt thou 
inure thy {elf to vain wanton thoughts, and frothy 
diſcourſes at other times, they. will thereby become 
{o familiar to thee, that they will be ſure to accom- 
pany thee in thy moſt holy ſervices, and not cafily 
be kept out or caſt off at ſuch a time. 

7. Another ſpecial help to keep thy mind from ro- 
ving after other matters, when thou art converſing with 
God in ſecret Prayer, is, to uſe thy voice ſo as to hear 
thy ſelf, where and when it may convenicntly be 
done without 'oftentation. Wa” 

8. But if notwithſtanding, that in praying, thy mind 
and heart hath been ſometimes taken up an poſſeſſed 
with vain thoughts and diſtratiions, it will be a good 
courſe in thy ſecret prayers to repeat that again which | 
ſo coldly and careleſly pafſed from thee, Jabouring in 
thy -repetition to repel all wandring thoughts, and 
to. pour forth thoſe petitions again after a more 
hearty manner. 

1. By this means thy prayers at length will be 
performed with greater attention of mind, and in- 
tention of ſpirit, and ſo prove more cffectual for the 
obtaining thy defires. | 

2. By impoling this task upon thy ſclt, thou wilt 
become more wary and watchful over thy thoughts, 
teſt otherwiſe thou be enforced to continue long 
at that exerciſe, unto which through the depra- 
vation of thy nature, thou art ſo backward and 
averſe. | | 

9. Under wea'neſs of performance ever have an eye 
wato Chriſt, who now ſts at Gods right hand, and ba- 
| 74222 
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ving perfumed our prayers with the ſweet incenſe of 
his merits, preſenteth them unto his Father, and makes 
enterceſſion for them, As it 15 no ſtrength or lite. in 
our prayers, that can make them meritorious with 
God, ſo it is no weakneſs nor diſtractions in them 
that we ſincerely are humbled for,and ftrive againſt, 
can .caule God to reject them, it we preſent them 
in the-name of Chriſt, and caſt our ſelves and Pray- 
ers upon him. And know for thy comfort, that.if thou 
doſt cordially refit and mourn for thy manifold dj- 
ſtracions in prayer, they will rather move Gods 
pity to thee, than wrath againſt thee. 


VII. Pray with all thy ftrength ; put forth the whole 
man in thee , with all the pawers and faculties of thy 
ſoul, Though thy firength be | but weakneſs, yet 
if thy ſtrength be in the-duty, it will find accep- 
tance with God. Tndeed if a man have a male in 
bis flock,, and yet offer to the Lord & corrupt thing ; 
I mean, if he have ſtrength and aGtivity for the 
following of worldly buſineſſes, but hath no ſtrength 
for. Gods ſervice, but thinks to put him off with 
weak, cold, formal devotions, what can he expe 
but a cxrſe inſtead of a bleſſing ? Mal, 1.14. 


VILE. Labour to live ſuitably to thy Prayers. Tt is 
to no purpole to begin the day with God, and to 
keep the Devil company all the day after. To be 
a Saint in the morning, anda Swine all the day tol- 
lowing. Having praycd againft fin, be ſure thou 
{ct a watch againſt it, avoiding the occaſions and 
temptations thereunto 3 fox it .is impoſſible to avoid 
any fin, it we. ſhun not the*occaſtions and tempta- 
tions thereunto, Having prayed tor holineſs of lite, 
labour to live holily. Having prayed tor humility, 
labour to walk humbly, Haying praycd for who 
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and temperance, labour to live {oberly and tempe- 
rately. Having prayed in the Spirit, labour to walk 
in the Spirit z for to pray in the Spirit, and to walk 
in the fleſh, is a contradiction. The whole courſe 
ofa Chriſtians life ſhould favour of his prayers. He 
who hath all his religion in his prayers, hath indeed 
no religion at all. 

Ix. Laſily z having prayed, look back upon thy 
prayers, and let the confideration of the manifold 
weakneſſes and diſtractions which have accompani- 
ed them, drive thee unto Chriſt. As this is one 
chief end why God ſuffers corruption to remain 
in his Children, even after their Regeneration, and 
to havean influence into all their holy Services: So 
it is the uſe we ſhould make thereof. And there- 
fore ſo often as thou findeſt thine heart dead and 
dull, and thy mind diſtracted with wandring 
thoughts in prayer, ſay with thy ſelf, Lord, what 
need have T of a Saviour ! I ſve thou may condems 
me for my beſt ſervices, therefore with a diſclaiming of 
all my own righteouſneſs as filrby rags, I expe life 
and ſalvation ſolely upon the account of the righteonſ- 
neſs of Feſus Chrijt, owns by the merits of his Death and 
Paſſ ORs 


I ſhall cloſe this Diſcourſe with anſwering a 
few Queſtions and Objecions, 


| How often ſhould we pray both in ſecret 
ad with our Families ? 

' 1 A. Every day, For firſt, our Saviour hath in- 
timated ſo much unto us in his plattorm for Prayer, 
by teaching us to pray for our daily bread; that 1s, 
bread needftul for the preſent day : And in regard 
we daily ſtand inneed of bread, therctore our Gavi- 
our would have us pray daily for the fame. 
NT, Te Cty Wy 0 t —_ + tis 


——_ —_ WG o—__— Ys ras, g__—_ ET = i _ * antes. 2 xg ts ee CARIES IETEFNGEN 4 


and begged the pardon of their fins? Certainly, it 
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2. Have you not daily wants to be ſupplied ? Wants 
for your fſclves, and wants for your Children and 
Servants? Have: you not daily infirmities both in 
your ſelves and tamilies to be healed? Are you not 
daily ſubject to dangers and temptations ? and do 
you not daily fin againſt God? Is it not neceſſary 
then that you daily pray unto God for the {upply 
of all ycur wants, for the healing of all your infir- 
mities, tor the preventing the dangers you are dai- 
ly ſubject unto, for the firengthning you againſt all 
your temptations, for the pardaning of all your fins? 
Surcly our daily wants, our daily infirmities, our 
daily dahgers, our daily temptations, and our daily 
fins, do all call upon us for daily prayers. - 

2&. How oft in cach day are we bound to pray 
in ſecret, and with our Family ? 

2. ' Twice at leaſt, namely Morning and Evening. 
This is commended unto us by the Morning and Evening 
Sacrifice under the Law, which we find given in com- 
mand unto the Fews, Exod. 29.38, 39. And are not 
Chriſtians under the Goſpel, as well as thoſe under 
the Law. obliged to offer up their Morning and 
Evening Sacrihce ? The day muſt- be begun with our 
prayers, and ended with ther. We mult begin the 
day with prayer, crave a blefting at Gods hand 
upon thoſe things which we take in hand. For can 
any Chriſtian expe& Gods bletiing upon his pains 
and cndeavours without prayer? And we mult end 
the day with God, to crave pardon for the fins 
committed in the -former part thereof, and to give 
him thanks as for his manifold favours and blethngs, 
ſo" eſpecially for the mercies of the day 5 and alſo to 
commend our ſclves to God the night following, 
How dare any lie down in their beds, before they 
have by prayer commended themſelves unto God, 
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were leſs danger tolie ina bed of Snakes, than to 
lie down in our Feather-beds with our f1ns un- 
pardoned. For if God ſhould take us out of the 
world that night, how {ad would our caſe be? 
Haply'we might awake with Hell-flames about our 
cars. Theretore Jer us nor fail, before we go into 
our beds. to offer up our Evening-ſacrifice of prayer 
and praiſe unto God. 

3 ©. What timc in the Morning and Evening is 
fitteſt for the performance of ſecret, and Family- 
Prayer ? 

A. For this no certain rule can be preſcribed, in re- 
gard of the ſeveral occaſions which may fall out ;, and 
by reaſon of age, Fekneſs. and the like in the Governours 
of Families, But it were to be wiſhed, that the 
Morning-ſacrijice, (it poitibly ) may be be-times in the 
Morning z that our ſecret Devotions be pertormed, 
ſo ſoon as we are ready, betore we tall upon any 
worldly butine(s; For otherwiſe we ſhall find it 
much harder to keep the world out of our heads, | 
and our hearts cloſc unto the duty. And that the 
Family-Devotions be pertormed fo ſoon. in the mor- 
ning as the whole houſhold, or the greateſt part there- 
of can mcet together, And indeed the ſooner the 
better ; For both reaſon and experience do teach us, 
that in the Morning our memories and ſenſes are the 
quickeſt, and all the facultics of our Souls at their 
beſt : And it were to be wilhed that the Evening- 
ſacrifice may be before Supper, in regard that after- 
wards we are generally more heavy and ſleepy, and 
will find it more difficult to keep up our heaxts and 
ſpirits in the duty, 

Having thus reſolved the @zeſt:ons, come we now. 
to the Objefzons raiſed by divers both againſt ſecret 
and Family prayer. 
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Obj.x. Some are apt to objec and ſay, they are 
convinced of the  necetfity of praying both in ſe- 
cret and with their Family, but they are altogether 
unable, thcy know not how to perform either, _ 

'  Anfw, I would adviſe ſuch, rather to vyead ſome ſet 
form of prayer, than altogether to omit the duty; to uſe 
Crutches till they arc able to go alone 3 only do not 
content your {elves therewith, but labour in your own 
words to pour ont your ſouls unto God in prayer. 
For your better he]p therein, take theſe Dire- 
CH1ONs. | 

I. Carefully obſerve the Prayers of others, their or- 
der. and method. 

2. Study thine own heart, look, back into thy life, 
call to mind thy ſins paſt, with the aggravating circum- 
ftaxces of them, and withal conſider thy ſpiritual 
wants, and take notice of the particular bleſtings 
God beſtoweth on thee 3 and put thy felt upon the 
duty of praycr. . Confeſs thy fins unto God, beg 
the pardon of them, be earneſt for ſuch graces as 

_ thou ſtandeſt in need of, likewiſe bleſs God for 
his manifold mercies, and forget not to implore 
the aſhiſtance of his Spirit, to enable thee to the 
duty. By uſing and exerciſing that {mall ability 
to-pray which thou haſt, thou ſhalt increaſe it, and 
grow more able to do it with comfort. Haply, 
thou canſt not pray with ſuch apt words and ex- 
pretitons as ſome others do, but let not-that diſcou- 
rage thee z God regards not- ſo much the expretſ1- 

ons of thy tongue, as the ſincerity of thine heart, 
and carnelineſs of affections. | 

Obj.2. Others obje& and ay, the houſe in which 
Flive is {o ſmall, and fo full, that I cannot find any 
convenient place to retire into, _ | ; 

Anſw,t, Thou canſt find a place to:commut f1n 


ſo ſecretly that none can ſee thee, and hadſt thou 
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as great a defire to pray in ſecret, thou wouldſt find 
a convenient place for the ſame. 

2. Though thou canſt not hind a convenient place 
in the houſe,yet is there no out-houſe,nor garden nor 
field, into which thou mayeſt withdraw thy (elf? 
Iſaac we read went into the field to meditate and 
pray. Peter to the top of the houſe, And certain- 
ly didſt thou take delight in converling with God 
in ſecret, thou wouldſt tmd ſome convenient place 
either within doors, or without. | 

Obj. 3. Others plead the multitude of their buſi- 
neſſes, as an excuſe ſometimes to put off the duty 
of prayer. 

Anſw. 1. The more and greater thy bulineſles 
are, the more and greater need thou haſt of pray- 
er, for the obtaining Gods blefling thereon ; with- 
out which all thy pains and endeavour may fignifie 
little, yea, prove ſucceſleſs. Aſſure thy {clf, that the 
time ſpent in prayer will prove no let, but rather 
a great furtherance to thy buſineſs. Oh that ſuch 
worldlings would ſeriouſly conſider that exprefſon 
of our Saviour, Mar. 8. 36. What ſhall it profit a man, 
to gain the whole world, and loſe his own ſoul ? 


2. Doſt thou put off prayer for the multitude of 


worldly bufinefles, thereby to encreaſe *hy wealth ? 
Know, that that wealth is curſed which is thus got- 
ten. That ſubſtance which is the price of Prayer, 
may (for ought thou knoweſt) be the price of blood. 

3. What buſineſs cauft thou have of greater im- 
portance, than the glorifying of God, and ſaving, 
of thy ſoul? For ſhame then, let not theſe things 
which concern thy ſpiritual eftate here, and ever- 


| laſting happineſs-hereafter, give way to thy world- 


ly buſineſſes; rather borrow time from them, than: 
omit- that neceſſary duty of Prayer. 


"FFINIS. 


